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AYS OF 



H ere we are, at the end 
of the Kiwi summer... 
well, almost! 

While there has 

been a fair bit of torrential rain in 
most areas, thanks to Aotearoa 
being, well, Aotearoa, for the 
most part, the season has seen 
scorching hot days with more 
sunshine than we’d normally see 
over the festive period. 

That has seen me and my family 
out and about, more than ever, on 
our dirt bikes. From farms ‘round 
the Waikato, to our own private 
tracks, Lake Rotoiti and Pirini 
Motorbike Park, we have been out 
riding together. 

Obviously, it’s not a terrible way 
to spend a weekend. 

But, really, it’s not a terrible way 
to spend a weekday, either, as 
we have been known to go riding 
during the week - after all, that’s 
what the summer break is for! 

Now, at the end of February, I 
look back at the last three months 
of summer, which have flown by. It 
only seems like a fortnight ago that 
Callum was leaving for California 
on yet another trip. While he was 
soaking up the sunshine on Venice 
Beach, I was taking up the slack 
in the office, but that got me 
thinking: why don’t I do the same? 

That’s why I decided to do 
the same, which will see me 
handing over the reigns to Callum 
for a month, as I go on a wee 
trip abroad. On the trip, which 






will see me riding in Abu Dhabi 
and visiting some factories in 
Europe, along with FMF and Fox 
Head in California, I will be on 
the job; so, come the next issue, 
we’ll have even more exclusive 
content that you will only see in 
this publication, just reinforcing 
that we are the country’s best off- 
road publication... if I may so say 
myself, that is. 

In the meantime, it’ll be business 
as usual for the team at Dirt Rider 
Down under, as deadlines will 
always be rolling ‘round. 

But before I go, which will be 
just days after this issue goes to 
print (trust me, in this business, 
it’s best to plan any time away 
from the desk in between print 
schedules), I will be going for one 
more ride with my family. 

Off we go! 


I mean, why wouldn’t I? 

With that, once you have 
finished reading this issue, I 
suggest that you do the same. 

For those “SuperCity” dwellers, 
it might involve a trip out to the 
Sandpit at Woodhill, or for those 
who live in rural areas, it might just 
be walking out the front door and 
putting your boots on. 

Whatever you do, make the most 
of these summer months. But, 
remember, the trail-riding season is 
just around the corner, too, which 
means even more riding. 

We’ll see you out there, 

Paul 
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THE FARM JAM 

Q Miles Holden I Red Bull Content Pool 


DEEP IN THE ORATIA GORGE LIES THE FREW FAMILY FARM, 2600 ACRES OF FERTILE SOUTHLAND 
SOIL THAT SUPPORTS THREE BROTHERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. THE FREW BROTHERS HAVE 
COMMITTED TO FARMING AS THEIR LIVELIHOOD BUT HAVE NEVER LOST THE LOVE OF ACTION 
SPORTS. EVERY SECOND YEAR, THEIR FARM IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ACTION SPORTS 
WONDERLAND OF FREESTYLE MOTOCROSS, MOUNTAIN BIKE AND BMX DIRT JUMPS, ATTRACTING 
CROWDS WHO WITNESS A JUMPING SPECTACLE LIKE NO OTHER. 





This year, the standard of riding at 
Farm Jam was simply outstanding, 
with the international field turning on 
a display which kept the crowd on 
their feet in anticipation of the next 
trick, regardless of the discipline 
on show. Unfortunately, the FMX 
freeride session on Friday had to be 
cut short due to wind, but the riders 
did manage to salvage a good 
quarter pipe session, which was a 
new addition to the FMX schedule. 
Caleb Delacy on his two-stroke was 
a standout, hitting the jump harder 
than most of the other riders. Levi 


Sherwood injured his ankle on a 
flair and would unfortunately carry 
this into the main event, leaving him 
short of his usual display of FMX 
mastery. This left the door open for 
Ryan Brown and he did not look 
back, throwing down a display of 
tricks that included a variation of 
backflip combinations, including his 
signature backflip double can-can 
and stylish inverted whips, earning 
him his first Farm Jam title. Levi 


still managed to take out the Best 
Style award, though. 

The Frew brothers have already 
confirmed the event will return in 
201 8 , and if the weekend’s turnout 
and riding display is anything to go 
by, we are sure to be in for another 
treat in two years. 


* 







26 inches of fun! 


THE BUSH RIDERS 

H Sophie Exeter I Soho Pix 


In early February, the second round 
of the Bush Riders’ Central Cross 
Country Series took place on Cam 
Smith’s farm, just out of Marton. 

The day was overcast and not too 
hot for the riders, but with the area 
having no rain leading up to the race, 
the conditions were dusty and the 
riders were racing on hard ground. 

The juniors had 1 9 riders racing 
the 8km loop, but the holeshot 
went to James Martin, of Rahotu 


(Yamaha YZ250FX), once again 
taking the cash - that’s two 
from two. Jackson Walker soon 
passed Martin and took the lead, 
maintaining his position throughout 
the whole race. Walker was the 
only one to complete 1 1 laps, 
averaging lap times of just over 
eight minutes. Chris Dickson, of 
Eketahuna, is still leading the Junior 
series with 44 points, followed by 
Sam Callaghan on 29 points. 


There were 79 seniors who raced 
the 1 8km loop, which featured 
a wide variety of terrain, ranging 
from gorges with plenty of mud to 
forestry and fast open paddocks. 
Daniel Christie (KTM 250 XC-F) took 
the cash for the holeshot, but it was 
Adrian Smith who took the win, 
averaging 24-minute laps. After this 
round, Allan Gannon still leads the 
Seniors with 40 points, followed by 
Jacob Hyslop on 35. 




RESULTS 

Juniors 

1. Jackson Walker, Nelson (Yamaha 
YZ125) 

2. Chris Dickson, Eketahuna (Yamaha 
YZ250F) 

3. Max Miller, Palmerston North 
(KTM 250 SX-F) 

Seniors 

1. Adrian Smith, Mokau (Yamaha 
YZ250FX) 

2. Allan Gannon, Masterton (Yamaha 
YZ250) 

3. Charlie Richardson, Eketahuna 
(KTM 250 XC-F) 
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VALE DAVE MIRRA 


ICallum H Fat Photography 


I 



Over the last couple of months, 

I haven’t posted much on social 
media, ’cause it just seems, I 
don’t know, it just seems like 
a waste of time. It feels false, 
almost phoney, like so many 
people we all encounter in what 
can seem like trivial times. I 
didn’t want to be one of those 
people, who posts “highlights” 
of their own life, while “liking” 
the same for others. Instead of 
keeping track of what people, the 
ones that matter, are doing via 
social media, I made a change 
by ringing them. In fact, on the 
night before I wrote this, I did 
just that, speaking with friends 
about what’s coming up for 
each of us, reminiscing about 
a few memories, anniversaries 
and looking forward to some 
milestones. It was good to do so, 
too, as it had been way too long. 

I don’t know why, but I needed 
to talk to my friends, who have 
had a profound impact on my 
life - just like so many people I 
love - and it seems the timing 
was right. 

Then, the following day, I learnt 
that Dave Mirra had taken his 
own life. 

The news hit me hard. 

See, my youth was spent 
watching Dave ride his 20”, with 
the aforementioned friends. 

Those years, some of the best 
of my life - just like the halcyon 
days of all our youth - were [mis] 
spent riding BMX bikes, since 





/ 


> ;L. 


I couldn’t afford to ride moto. himself to us. aspire to. 

At first, I was pissed to have But that was Dave: a person who Like the friends we’ve all lost to 

to “downgrade” to a bicycle exuded coolness, but one who was such tragedy, Mirra was a person 

motocross bike. But I needn’t also friendly and just so humble. we thought would never succumb 

worry, as it gave me a new I remember rolling some jumps, to such thoughts, but here we 

set of bike skills, a newfound with Dave boosting past me, are. There are few people that 

confidence and a circle of friends with the style you’d expect from you expect to do such an act, 

that I have to this day. the “Greatest of All Time”. But I which is probably why I am numb, 

Sure, in 2016, I’m about twenty wasn’t embarrassed by chucking just like so many, 

kilos too heavy to ride a BMX, my only big trick over the While he will be remembered 

along with having a dodgy knee tabletop, as Dave gave me a nod, for pioneering modern day BMX, 

and shoulder, but I still take one something that made me throw the superstardom that came with 

for a roll, on the rare occasion, the trick over a bigger jump. his own signature shoes and 

where I look as awkward as ever. While I will never forget that video games, Dave was just like 

Looking back two decades, day, or that weekend, my fondest me and you: he was human. 

I have the best memories of memories of Dave come from the Whatever happened, we will 

those days and nights riding Friday nights in Napier, where he never know, but I tried to stop 

BMX bikes with my friends, wasn’t even present. thinking about that by walking 

which even saw me riding with Back in the Nineties, my away from my desk and riding 

Dave Mirra - on his signature bros and I spent most Fridays my bike, as it made sense... on 

bike, no less. watching Fox Racing’s a day where nothing seemed to 

Yes, I, Callum Farmer, rode Expendable Youth, while drinking make sense, 

with Dave Mirra AKA the “Miracle the finest of liquor and watching The closing credits of 

Boy”. While my friends, Ross Mirra tear it up on that VHS Expendable Youth features the 

and Gerhard, tore it up, I was just tape. At the time, he was still a Swingin’ Utters song “The Next 

trying to keep it on two wheels superstar, but he had yet to hit In Line”, a favourite from that era, 

(not much has changed, either). his zenith, which came soon after which still features in one of my 

It was a surreal moment, and one with the “extreme age” of sports, playlists. Now, twenty years later, 

I hadn’t thought about all that where moto and BMX were listening to the song, the lyrics 

much, surprisingly. introduced to the world. I don’t make me sad for a life that was 

This came about, back in need to list his accomplishments, cut short. 

October 2000, when Ross and I as Dave was a legend, and now Peace, Dave, 

went to ride at the Tauranga BMX he is legend, one we can all 

track, just for a quick skid, which 
was when Dave rolled in. Seeing 



us unloading our bikes, he walked 
up and introduced himself. 

Yes, Dave Mirra, on a 
promotional tour of New Zealand, 
thought he had to introduce 
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REAL 

BIKE 

SKILLS 

DO YOU WANT TO GO 
FASTER ON THE TRACK 
OR IN THE BUSH? HERE’S 
HOW YOU CAN MAKE THAT 
CHANGE IN SPEED... 


In 2016, DRD’s own Paul 
Whibley will be touring New 
Zealand to offer a few training 
days, which also include the 
chance to ride the latest dirt 
bikes from Yamaha. 

The first of these days will 
take place in Kaitaia, where 
kids and adults alike will be 
able to test TT-Rs through 
to the competition focused 
bikes, but more dates will be 
announced. 

PAUL WHIBLEY 
TRAINING DAY 

March 26, 2016 
Mangatete Track 
SH10 
Northland 

For more information, contact 
Kaitaia Motorcycles on 
09 408 1 950 (or check out the 
PWR Yamaha Demo Program 
on Facebook). 
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MAC’S PLACE 



Recently, we joined the Hauraki 
Plains College motocross team for 
some coaching with Rhys Carter, 
Cody Cooper and John Philips 
with the report to be featured in 
the next issue. The location for 
the coaching was Mac’s Place, 
which blew us away the further 
we looked around the complex. 
Based near Patetonga, not far from 
the Tron, Mac has spent nearly a 
decade developing his farm to a 
point where he’s got some fantastic 
facilities, which will keep any dirt 
junkie happy. 

The main feature of Mac’s Place 
is the motocross track that he’s 
designed to be safe enough for 
beginners, while still providing 
enough of a challenge for more 
experienced riders. Instead of 
massive doubles or triples, the 
jumps are a mixture of tabletops 
and step-downs, meaning coming 


up short isn’t a recipe for broken 
ankles. But if the jumps aren’t quite 
enough, then he’s got a supercross 
track located off the side, which 
should be enough to keep even the 
most experienced rider happy. 

If motocross isn’t your thing, there 
is an enduro loop, which Mac sets 
up for specific abilities. With the 
track able to cater for riders from 
beginner to extreme, he simply cuts 
the tougher sections out to make it 
rideable for every level of rider. With 
some of the biggest names in the 
Kiwi enduro scene visiting Mac’s 
Place for training, he explained they 
all like nothing better than picking a 
hill and trying to get down one side 
and out the other. Plus, there’s even 
an endurocross track nestled away 
in the trees. 

With a cabin next to the 
motocross track that’s hooked up 
to the power, camping is available 


for those wanting to get away for 
the weekend to ride bikes in an 
excellent environment. Mac has 
been known to even lay on paintball 
and clay pigeon shooting for groups 
looking for a bit of adventure. 

If you want to check it out, then 
hop onto Facebook and search 
for “Mac’s Place” and flick him a 
message. He works out a price 


depending on what you want to do 
and simply looks for a donation to 
help him continue to develop the 
facility. There’s twilight riding, if you 
want to get out after work, and 
many are now taking advantage of 
the camping aspect to really make 
the most of the place. 

You never know, we might see 
you there! 



SHOP ONLINE! 


MX Gloves from $23 


PARTS, GEAR & APPAREL 

RIDING GEAR, HELMETS, BOOTS, PLASTICS, GOGGLES, GRIPS, 
HANDLEBARS, SEAT COVERS, GRAPHICS, JACKETS, T-SHIRTS, 
BEARINGS, BRAKE DISCS, CHAINS, PISTONS, CONRODS, OILS, 
EXHAUSTS, RIMS, BAGS, RADIATORS, SPROCKETS, 

TOOLS, TYRES... AND MUCH MORE! 


* 
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SUMMER 2016 


Following the Yamaha Wicked 
Wairarapa Trail Adventure on 
March 1 0-1 3, there will be two 
more guided trail adventures 
to round out the New Zealand 
season, starting with the Yamaha 
East Cape Capers Trail Adventure 
on April 9 to 12, which starts and 
finishes in sunny Gisborne. The 
East Cape region offers stunning 
riding terrain and especially 
colourful local people who always 
seem to feature in Britton rides in 
this area. 

To complete the season, the 
Britton team head to the Far North 
and the ever popular Yamaha 
Northern Exposure, on April 21 to 
24. This four-day ride takes in the 
best of the very Far North region 
and is a favourite for many who 
return more than once. Variety is 
the often-used description of this 
event: exotic forestry trails, private 


and remote coastal properties, 
native bush tracks and huge beach 
sections all make this a journey not 
to be missed. 


So, why not get the bike ready 
and join Britton Adventures at one 
of their events for some great New 
Zealand riding? Check out their 


website, www.adventurerides. 
co.nz, for more information; or 
contact Mike on 021 2849047 and 
brittonadventures@gmail.com. 




BRITTON 


ilYAMAHA 
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5 March YAMAHA MIGHTY MOHAKA ADVENTURE 

1 day ride. Split course suitable for big-bikes with or without pillions and road- 
legal trail/enduro models. Route-sheet, self navigated ride. Cost: Rider $225, 
pillion $199 (includes breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday, two nights 
camping and use of facilities. 

10-13 March YAMAHA WICKED WAIRARAPA TRAIL 

4 days riding. Fully guided and catered event. Starts and finishes in Masterton 


or Martinborough. Cost: $2199 share twin. 

9 -12 April YAMAHA EAST CAPE CAPERS TRAIL 

4 days riding. Fully guided and catered event. Starts and finishes in Gisborne. 
Cost: $1999 share twin. 

21-24 April YAMAHA NORTHERN EXPOSURE TRAIL 

4 days riding. Fully guided and catered event. Starts and finishes in the Kaeo 
region. Cost: $1999 share twin. 




Thanks to our wonderful sponsors: 




YAMALUBE 




For more information Email-mike@adventurerides.co.nz f Phone 021 284 9047 & 021 255 2806 or visit www.adventurerides.co.nz 
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TEN THINGS 

WE LEARNT THIS MONTH 


KNOWING IS HALF THE 

BATTLE 


WITH MOST OF THE SUMMER EVENTS COMING TO AN END, THE INTERNATIONAL RACE SEASON - 
NOT TO MENTION, THE KIWI TRAIL-RIDING SEASON - IS ABOUT TO KICK OFF, BUT WITH THE END 
OF A SEASON COMES A FEW MORE THINGS WE HAVE LEARNT... 



7 Some say that with age comes 
cage, but we disagree and 
think that adventure riding is 
the next step for “older” guys. 


8 The Hilton Queenstown is a 
much better location to work 
from than DRD Towers - no 
offence, boss! 


9 Being told that “you ride like 
a girl” isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing, as proven by Miss 
Duncan! 


Surprisingly, giving 
away our YZ250FX 
was a very easy 
exercise, as the winners were a very 
grateful family! 


^ We’re happy that Ben 
I Townley is fit and healthy for 
I his upcoming assault on the 
MXGP season! 


6 That some pesky Aussies 
could claim our premier 
national moto title... 


4 Carlos Hanlon is the youngest 
Kiwi to pull a backflip on 
a moto! 

5 One thing we weren’t 

pulling at 1 3 years of age 
was a backflip. 


2 Speaking of his assault, 
how rad is his Shift Assault 
racewear? 


3 Along with Ricky Carmichael, 
three members of DRD have 
suffered some form of skin 

ranrpr Qn nlpflQP Qlin-Qlnn-Qlpn 
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KXBS 

For new riders just beginning their motocross 
career the KX65 is the perfect machine. 

The KX65 is a real race bike ready to 
compete in the early age group Junior class. 
The power-packed two stroke engine has a 
manual clutch and a slick shifting 6-speed 
transmission. Some of the World’s best 
riders started on KX65s. 


$ 4,990 

KXBS 


Designed with the philosophy of putting riders on the top 
step of the podium - a philosophy that has not 
changed since the creation of the KX brand 40 years 
ago - the KX85 has a high power 2-stroke engine, 
flush-fit bodywork, adjustable handlebar position; 
and sharp factory looks just like the KX450F 
ridden by Kawasaki factory riders. 


$ 6,590 


$ 6,150 


If 


[Big Wheel] 


As a junior rider progresses through the age 
groups their bike needs to grow with them. 

The big wheel version of the KX85 takes the rider 
all the way through the classes until they 
are ready to move up to a KX250F. 


Read about all the features at www.kawasaki.co.nz or 
phone 0800 452 9272 for a stocking dealer near you. 


Kawasaki 

Let the good times roll 







I ’m not really sure where to 
begin this. 

Over the last couple 
months, suddenly and 
dramatically, my life has changed. 
Katherine and Colton, my wife 
and our son, were in a serious 
car crash. While Colton is fine, 
Katherine was not so lucky - she 
battled long and hard but did not 
win this race. 

Katherine was by my side for 
the last 20 years, supporting 
me right from the start, with 
my dreams of racing overseas 


quickly becoming her dreams. 
Katherine was just as competitive 
as me, having played hockey at a 
representative level at college, but 
traded the stick in for a pitboard. 

Some label racing as an 
individual sport, but those who 
knew Katherine can attest she 
was proof that it’s not. 

It wasn’t just me who relied on 
Katherine, either; in the States, 
she often took on the tasks of 
keeping track of fuel mileage, total 
times and where the best spots 
were for pit boarding. 


They say a picture is worth 
a thousand words. Well, the 
thousands of words in these 
pictures don’t even come close to 
expressing what I want to say. 

Katherine had an infectious 
smile and a sparkle in her eye. 

Without her, my team is 
incomplete. I didn’t win any 
championships - we won them. 

We miss you, Katherine... and 
always will. 
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BRADSTAR 



I t’s been a busy few months 
of driving - and, of course, 
racing dirt bikes - around the 
countryside. At the end of 
January, I raced the Woodville 
Grand Prix, where I struggled 
with bike setup, finishing up 
ninth for the day. But on a more 
positive note, I also raced the 
river race at this event, which is 
one of the iconic races - not only 
at Woodville but also in the entire 
Kiwi dirt bike scene. I’ve always 
wanted to have a crack at it, so 
I bit the bullet and decided to 
have a go. I’m glad I did, too, 
since I finished up second (and 


that is better then I expected). 

A week after Woodville, it was 
off to Timaru for the first round 
of the Nationals. We flew down 
Saturday morning, grabbed a 
rental car and headed to the 
track for a look. Just like in 
years past, the track looked dry, 
but they hadn’t started putting 
water on it. After checking in to 
our motel and grabbing a bite to 
eat, I was soon asleep, waking 
up early on Sunday morning 
to find a track that was the 
complete opposite of what it 
was the day before - you could 
say it was a bit muddy during 


practice and qualifying. 

But, by the time racing 
started, the track had some 
good lines and was so much fun 
to ride. I decided to change my 
starting technique, from one foot 
down to two feet down, as my 
starts had been a bit average. 

By doing so, I got great starts, 
which put me at the pointy end 
of the field - by the end of the 
day, I ended up with a fifth, a 
sixth and another fifth. 

In between the first and 
second rounds of the Nationals, 
for me, it was off to the 
Cambridge 4 Hour, a race that 


I teamed up with Liam Draper 
for. I decided to let him start, as 
his bike has an electric start. He 
was in the top ten to the corner; 
and, by the end of lap one, he 
was in the lead. When he came 
in, I went out for my first lap 
and was able to maintain the 
gap, which we held throughout 
the race to take the win. We 
both rode well, with a few little 
mistakes, but it was a good day. 

Until next time, ride safe, 
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H ello, fellow riders! 

Well, another month 
has passed and and 
a lot has happened 
since I last checked in. 

After a long wait, I finally got 
my first race out of the way; 
and I can’t even describe how 
excited I was to be at the King 
of the Mountain and back in the 
thick of it. The track was prepped 
perfectly; but, to be honest, that 
wouldn’t have even mattered, as I 
still would’ve been smiling! 

Overall, it was a pretty 
successful day, which saw 
me finish second behind 
my Altherm JCR Yamaha 
teammate, Kayne Lamont. 

This was my first outing in 
MX2, so I was happy with that, 
along with winning the women’s 
class. With that, I was definitely 
feeling it after all six motos in 
the sun that was beating down. 


But it was all worth it, given the 
results, along with the team 
celebrating with a quick stop in 
at BurgerFuel before we headed 
back south for another full on 
week at the JCR compound. 

The next weekend, it was off to 
Woodville, a race that also went 
unbelievably well for me (read 
more on page 58). Just like the 
previous weekend, I raced both 
Women’s and MX2. However, 

I had a bit of a debate with my 
parents about whether lining up in 
the highly competitive MX2 class, 
so close out from my childhood 
dream of racing Women’s Worlds, 
was such a good idea. Thankfully, 

I won that debate and got to 
line up and do battle! Really, I’d 
rather race with the guys, since 
it’s a tough challenge. But, hey, 

I always have done since I first 
threw a leg over a dirt bike (at the 
age of 7) - and, at this point, I’ll 


continue to do that for the rest of 
my life. 

People tend to ask why I don’t 
just race the one class; but, 
the way I look at it, I’m eligible 
to race two classes, so why 
wouldn’t I? To me, it seems like a 
no-brainer, since I get to practice 
six starts and race six motos (on 
what usually is a rough track, 
too). Plus, in my case, I’ve been 
away from it for what seems like 
a long period of time; I really feel 
like I need to be behind the gate 
as much as I can. 

But, after the racing was done, 
it was nice to head home to 
Otago for a week to catchup with 
my family, spin a few laps around 
Titri Park with my riding partner, 
Sam, along with a cheeky stop in 
at No.7 - my favourite cafe - for 
a little coffee hit on the way to 
the track. The following week, it 
was back to (what seems like) my 


second home in Motueka, where 
I had another full week of training, 
as well as an interview with Sky 
Speed and one final race in New 
Zealand at the Gold Nuggets. 
Believe it or not, I’d never been 
to the West Coast of the South 
Island, but I’m glad I finally made 
it over, since it was a good 
weekend. 

I struggled with the track, 
just a tiny bit, but I enjoyed 
the challenge and got better 
as the weekend went on. 

Micah McGoldrick and I had 
some epic battles through the 
weekend, but he got the better 
of me, earning the win. I learnt 
a lot, though, which will come in 
handy at the Grand Prix races. 

On that note, I’m about to 
board a flight to Qatar, so here 
we go! 
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I f you are just coming to the party, and 
love being fashionably late, here is what 
you have missed: while nearly every other 
manufacturer of competitive dirt bikes 
have been tightening their belts on product 
development, the Yamaha Motor Corporation 
have been making it rain, producing brand 
new models of dirt bikes, adding to what was 
once a pretty uneventful line up. 

Having always had a stern focus on racing, 
first and foremost, Yamaha had concentrated 
on what they do best, which is motocross 
and enduro - MXGP, AMA Supercross and 
Motocross, along with the World Enduro is 
what the Yamaha strive to be the best at. It 
hadn’t been until the last year that you have 
seen this Japanese manufacturer waver from 
its core values. So the new ‘X’ range from 
Yamaha was a blast of fresh air to not only 
the brand but the eagerly awaiting public. 
Yamaha diehards, or the “Blu Cru” (which has 
only recently been coined) have had to make 
the choice of either a YZ or WR. That’s cool 
if you were discipline specific, but not ideal if 
you loved a bit of everything. The WR never 
looked at home on the moto track, while the 
YZ, although tunable for the bush, as many 
top racers did, lacked a lot of bush-ready 
components that your average rider probably 
couldn’t afford. 

Adding to Yamaha’s problems, and just 
about every other marque, KTM were light 
years ahead of the game with their XC range, 
giving the masses a perfect combination 
of moto and trail, all in the one package. 

From the outside looking in, it seems like a 
no-brainer, so why was this not a staple for 
every other player? Sadly for consumers - 
and probably sales of other manufacturers - 
Yamaha have only recently become the first of 
the Japanese to join this ‘crossover’ bike club. 
And it’s about bloody time, too! 

The first bike to be released was the 
YZ250FX, which came out last year to much 
fanfare and success. Following that, we saw 
the YZ250X two-stroke machine, based on 
the YZ250. Now, and it probably came as no 
surprise, comes the YZ450FX. Just like its 
little brother, it merges both the WR450F and 
YZ450F into a package that will appeal to both 
those doing moto and those dodging trees. 

So, let’s take a closer look. 

BIKE SIDE 

The concept was simple: create a racier 
version of the WR by taking off all the 
unnecessary malarkey and leaving us with 
a race bike for the bush. Or, take a YZ and 
make it bush-ready right out of the crate - 
either option was going to lead to the same 
outcome. Developed by New Zealand’s very 
own Josh Coppins and longtime Yamaha off- 
road expert, Peter Payne, there was a good 
chance that they were going to be producing 
some magic. 

From the WR, the 450FX receives the wide 
ratio, five-speed gearbox, the specific WR ^ 
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frame mounts for the engine (that differ from 
the YZ), the electric starter, an 18-inch rear 
wheel, a side stand and a bash plate. From 
the YZ, it gets the no lights and no enduro 
computer, but it is given the more open and 
breathable YZ muffler and also drops the 
cooling fan found on the WR. 

Specific to the FX only, the suspension is 
tuned to a much plusher enduro setting, but 
it is a firmer setup compared to the WR - it is 
basically set somewhere in between the two. It 
gets its own ECU setting and engine mapping, 
as well as being the only bike of the three that 
sports silver rims - both the WR and YZ stick 
with black for 201 6. 

The engine components are identical to 
the WR and YZ, which goes for the frame 
and swingarm, too. It’s good to see Yamaha 
standardising their range, giving consumers 
the advantage of model swapping year-to- 
year without the hassle of requiring new 
aftermarket parts. 

Up the front, the FX runs the 48mm USD 
speed sensitive KYB forks with the same 
spring weight as the WR - a 4.5, whereas 
the YZ is up one rate with a 4.7. No air forks, 
either, thankfully; so you won’t have to worry 
about checking them every 30 minutes of your 
ride. In the rear, it’s KYB again. However, the 
spring rate of 56 is the same across the board, 
which states no matter what model you are 
on, Yamaha feel they have the rear end setup 
on point. 

Another addition that you don’t have to do 
yourself is an oversize disc, as the front rotor 
comes standard at 270mm. Does that mean 
companies will start making bigger rotors to 
sell? And how big is too big? The reservoir is 
larger than the YZ (but the same as the WR) 
and the top clamps are adjustable in four- 
ways, like the rest of the four- stroke lineup. 

Now, the weight department is probably an 
important factor for a lot of people; and the 
story goes like this: the YZ, being the lightest, 
weighs in at 1 1 2kg. The WR at 1 23kg and 
the FX near the middle at 1 1 9kg. These are 
all wet weights and it seems the electric start 
system, side stand and extra air in the larger 
1 8-inch rim adds 7kg to the bike. The FX’s 
only class rival, the KTM 450 XC-F works out 
to be about 1 17.5kg, putting the bikes pretty 
close together in porkiness. This surprised me, 
as the KTM looks a lot lighter to the eye, but, 
obviously, Yamaha have done their homework. 
Yeah, 119 kilos sounds a lot but it’s amazing 
how the designers and engineers are able to 
hide that weight, not only from the eye, but 
also from the feel of the bike. 

TRACKSIDE 

It was begrudgingly that I had to travel to the 
adventure capital of the world, Queenstown, 
to swing a leg over the new YZ450FX. I 
would have preferred my local, just out of 
Hamilton. But, as they say on the podium, it 
is what it is and I’ll happily take one for the 
team in this instance... ^ 
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Much like the 250FX launch, it 
was the Columbs and their Offroad 
Adventures crew that were to host a 
keen bunch of motorcycling journos 
from here and across the ditch, 
in what can only be described as 
motorcycling paradise. Once the 
necessities and intro were over, I 
made no qualms about picking the 
first 450FX I saw and lurched at the 
start button, while others were still 
getting into their battle kit. The FX 
fired into life at the instant I hovered 
over the button. There was none of 
this chuga-chug-chug like on some 
other electric-starting machines. 
Obviously the new starting design 
works a treat - hello, holeshots! 

From the get-go, it was obvious 
this felt more like a YZ and less like 
a WR, especially in the front end 
that held up in the stroke very well. 

I found the WR to feel a little heavy 
in the front, where the FX has got 
that really good turn-in feeling and 
follow through around the entire 
corner. With no sign of rain in the 
past century, the ground was very 
hard and quite slick in places. You 
often found the front pushing wide 
and drifting into the turns, but at 
a controlled pace. It never felt like 
it wanted to let go on you, nor did 


it take plenty of stabs at the dirt, 
putting you off your line. It was 
noticeably stiffer than the WR, too; 
again, more akin to the YZ. But 
it was obvious that when it came 
time to tackle rocks, holes and tree 
roots out on the longer trails, it had 
an initial suppleness that the YZ 
has always lacked. 

For me the rear end was the 
stand out, it just followed and 
tracked the front in every situation. 
Too much gas and the back would 
step out, for sure, but that was 
more user error and slick terrain 
than anything else. It never felt like it 
blew through the stroke, even when 
pushing my limits a tad. The rear 
end stayed super-straight when the 
track started to get choppy, or when 
you came up on some unsuspecting 
rocks at pace. 

In fact, the whole package 
works exceptionally well together. 
The fact that I never changed the 
clickers - not once, all day - from 
the standard settings is a testament 
to how right this suspension 
package felt. The bikes were brand 
new - and by brand new, I mean 
there wasn’t even an hour on the 
clock. The more hours I put into 
the 450FX, the more comfortable I 


felt on it. The suspension package 
smoothed out a lot; and even 
with that going on, I didn’t adjust 
the clickers. A good expert rider 
could race this right out of the box, 
only using the clickers to get the 
feeling pretty bang on. At 95kg, I 
would even give these spring rates 
a chance in a race - and that’s 
impressive for a bike that’s built for 
the masses. 

But what good is being able to 
get all the power to the ground, 
if that power itself is no bueno. 

It’s already widely known that 
the Yamaha, reverse cylinder 
engine has more power than you 
can poke a stick at. Never has 
anyone jumped on a new YZ and 
said they wished they had more 
power - not ever. The FX power 
curve sits just below the YZ and 
feels less like the WR’s mapping. 
It’s not as snappy and punchy off 
the bottom as the YZ but it’s also 
more aggressive than the WR. The 
WR also enjoys the enduro muffler 
with the smaller hole and smoother 
delivery that, in my opinion, could 
work really well on the new FX for 
bush situations. 

It’s semi-pointless to describe, 
praise or moan about the 


characteristics of the new Yamahas, 
because this new engine is so 
tunable that if it’s not your cup of 
tea, you can literally tailor it to suit 
whatever you want it to be using the 
PowerTuner. But if we’re talking out 
of the box engine mapping, to me 
at least, the FX was too aggressive 
- especially for the terrain we were 
testing in. Throw it in some sand or 
take it to “Loamsville” and you could 
imagine the stock map just hooking 
up and producing traction, drive and 
torque for days. The further up the 
rev range you went, the smoother it 
got and the quicker it would gather 
speed. It felt like it had no rev limit, 
meaning you could hold a gear 
longer than you normally would 
without compromising lap times. 

I think the bike could have easily 
come with a smoother map in stock 
trim and easily felt just as fast. 

But fear not, as the Yamaha 
PowerTuner is the golden goose 
that can turn any fire-breathing 
Yamaha into a magical carpet ride. 
By now, you should know how the 
story goes: 20 seconds of plug and 
play on the Gameboy-like device 
and you have a completely different 
engine - and you can go any which 
way that you like with it. ^ 
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Phil Winter, the Yamaha Motor NZ 
technical guru, quickly whipped up 
a smoother map for us that added 
more fuel, while also retarding the 
ignition from the initial throttle/rev 
range, through to about the middle- 
upper range. It took the initial bark 
off the bottom end and made the 
power a lot smoother when dialling 
on the throttle. Traction to the slick 
hard pack track was significantly 
improved and you could feel the 
18-inch rear wheel gripping instead 
of spinning like it had been. This 
new map also took out some of 
that yank on the arms you can 
experience with four hundred and 
fifty cubes when it does bite into the 
dirt and launch away. I felt that with 
the smoother map, I could easily 
turn faster lap times while feeling 
more in control and comfortable on 
the bike. If you get yourself a new 
Yamaha four-stroke, get the Power 
Tuner, too - it is totally worth its 
weight in unobtanium. 

The Offroad Adventures crew, led 
by Lachie Columb, have some of the 
most amazing riding in the country. 

It is perfect terrain for the YZ450FX: 
wide open countryside that allowed 
me to turn the wick up on the big girl 
and really get some pace on. 


The FX is a big girl; there is no 
denying that. 

In fact, the whole four- stroke 
range feel big underneath you and 
through the legs - the up-top airbox 
requires space and the shrouds 
are somewhat bulbous compared 
to every other brand. That’s not to 
say it’s a bad thing. It still fits me 
just fine; and, in fact, to some of 
the riders on the launch, they prefer 
to have that feeling of something 
decent between their legs. This in 
no way detracts from the bike’s 
agility and maneuverability. The FX 
flicks from right to left at the slightest 
pressure on the foot pegs and feels 
balanced both on hard acceleration 
and strong braking, of which the 
brakes are more than adequate for 
the job. The larger 270mm front 
rotor isn’t all that more noticeable 
from the smaller one that Yamaha 
used to run, and with the under seat 
fuel tank, the ride you get from the 
Yamaha is a definite sit-on and not a 
sit-in experience. 

The flat seat allows you to 
slide back and forward with ease, 
and even the most minimal body 
adjustments on the bike lead to 
direct input into the controls. You 
don’t hang up on the FX at all, and 


even though the shroud area is larger 
than most, it doesn’t impede your 
ability to get around on the bike. It 
just takes some getting used to. 

It just seems to really suit me and 
my riding style. Maybe it’s because 
I am a bigger guy and I suit the 
bigger style bike. The cockpit is spot 
on for me and I feel in control rather 
than along for the ride (most of the 
time, anyway). The handlebars have 
a good bend to them, the clutch is 
pretty light for a cable-pulled 450 
and the wide-ratio gearbox had a 
really good gear spacing that would 
suit most applications. 

The only downside I could see 
with the YZ450FX might be the price: 
fourteen and a half gorillas! You can 
buy a lot of bananas with that kinda 
cash. Although, you are getting a bike 
that is, and excuse me for stealing 
another brand’s term, “ready to race” 
right out of the box. A moto rider 
would be more than happy with the 
FX, while the bush rider would be 
stoked with the bike’s lighter feel 
over the WR. If your blood runs blue, 
you no longer have to choose which 
discipline you like more. This YZ450FX 
will do both better than you will. 

And, hey, once you go electric 
leg, you will never go back. 
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9016 VZ450FX 

KUGIANCE 


The flat seat 



The bike has 
moto ergos, just 
slightly wide at 
the front 




20 16 YAMAHA YZ450FX 

PRICE: $14,499 


Engine Type: 449cc liquid-cooled 
D0HC four-stroke; four titanium valves 
Bore x Stroke: 97.0mm x 60.8mm 
Compression Ratio: 12.5:1 
Fuel Delivery: Yamaha Fuel Injection 
(YFI) Keihin 44mm 

RUNNING GEAR 

Transmission: Constant-mesh six- 
speed; multiplate wet clutch 
Front Suspension: KYB Speed- 
Sensitive System, inverted fork: fully 
adjustable, with 315mm of travel 
Rear Suspension: Fully adjustable 
single shock with 315mm of travel 
Front Brake: Hydraulic single disc 
brake with 250mm rotor 
Rear Brake: Hydraulic single disc 
brake with 245mm rotor 
Front Tyre: Dunlop AT81 F 90/90-21 
Rear Tyre: Dunlop AT81 120/90-18 

DIMENSIONS 

LxWxH: 2165mm x 128mm x 825mm 

Ground Clearance: 325mm 
Seat Height: 966mm 
Wheelbase: 1475 
Fuel Capacity: 7.1 
Wet Weight: 118. 
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A ustralian Dean Ferris Pleasant Point, nearTimaru. 

has thrown down the And he did it in style, taking his 

challenge to his Kiwi rivals. Altherm JCR Yamaha YZ450F to 
Just a week after a stunning hat-trick of wins and 

winning the feature race at the New completely dominating the 
Zealand Motocross Grand Prix at MX1 class. 

Woodville, the 25-year-old from Defending national MX1 

Kyogle in New South Wales made it champion Cody Cooper (Honda 
two major Kiwi successes in a row Racing Team CRF450) had won the 
by winning the opening round of MX1 class overall at Woodville, but 

four in this season’s New Zealand he had to settle for the runner-up 
Motocross Championships at spot at Timaru. ^ 











THE NATIONALS 

ROUND ONE 


Mount Maunganui’s Cooper 
finished with 2-3-2 results in the 
three MX1 races in Timaru, and 
another Australian import and fellow 
former Grand Prix racer, Todd 
Waters (MC2 Racing Suzuki RM- 
Z450), completed the podium with 
3-2-3 results. 

This gave Ferris an 1 1 -point 
buffer as the riders headed to the 
Manawatu for the second round. 

“I had been having problems 
with my starts at Woodville and we 
worked on that during the week. I 
holeshot every race today. 

“I put in a good couple of laps 
early on and, by the time Cooper had 
fought through the traffic, I was gone. 

“There is a lot of work still to be 
done and we’ll just keep testing and 
working hard.” 

Other class winners in Timaru 
were Takaka’s Hamish Harwood 
(CML KTM), who won the MX2 class 
ahead of Reporoa’s Hadleigh Knight 
(Workshop Graphics Husqvarna), 
with another visiting Australian 
Yamaha rider, Jed Beaton, rounding 
out the top three. 

The 18-year-old Beaton (Triple 
B Racing Valley Fresh Yamaha 
YZ250F) had qualified fastest at the 
start of the day, but then came to 
grief when another rider collided 
with him in the first race. He saved 
his best for last, winning the final 
MX2 moto of the day. 

Meanwhile, Ngatea KTM rider (and 
DRD’s very own) Ben Broad won the 
125cc class, finishing the day ahead 
of Karaka’s Kurtis Lilly (Workshop 
Graphics Husqvarna) and Taupo’s 
Wyatt Chase (Total Oil Yamaha). 

For Altherm JCR Yamaha Racing 
Team boss Josh Coppins, it was a 
day of mixed emotions. 

“It was a great day for us in that 
we dominated the MX1 class, but 
we need to do better in the MX2 
class,” he said. 

“We were a bit off in MX2 and we 
need to make improvements there. 
The bike we provided for Kayne 
(Lamont) was not the best it could 
have been. We let him down.” 

Former national MX2 champion 
Lamont, from Mangakino, still 
managed to finish the day fourth 
overall, with teammate Ethan 
Martens, riding a Yamaha YZ250 
two-stroke, slotting into sixth overall. 

After round two in the Manawatu, 
round three follows at the Rotorua 
Motorcycle Club’s track on March 
13. The championship trophies get 
handed out at the Taupo finale on 
March 20. 
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RESULTS 

Leading championship 
standings after the first 
of four rounds of the 
New Zealand Motocross 
Championships near Timaru 
on February 7: 


MX1 CLASS 

1. Dean Ferris 

(Australia, Yamaha) 

2. Cody Cooper 

(Mount Maunganui, Honda) 

3. Todd Waters 

(Australia, Suzuki) 

4. Scott Columb 

(Queenstown, Kawasaki) 
5. Hamish Harwood 
(Takaka, KTM) 


MX2 CLASS 

1. Hamish Harwood 

(Takaka, KTM) 


2. Hadleigh Knight 


(Reporoa, Husqvarna) 




3. Jed Beaton 

(Australia, Yamaha) 

4. Kayne Lamont 

(Mangakino, Yamaha) 

5. Micah McGoldrick 

(Rangiora, Honda) 

125CC CLASS 

1 . Ben Broad 

(Ngatea, KTM) 

2. Kurtis Lilly 

(Karaka, Husqvarna) 

3. Wyatt Chase 

(Taupo, Yamaha) 

4. Tony Cvitanovich 

(Feilding, KTM) 

5. Reece Lister 

(Kotemaori, KTM) 






ROUND 3 
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HCallum H Bridget McGechan 


WHILE IT’S NEVER BEEN A SECRET THAT COURTNEY DUNCAN WAS EXTREMELY FAST, NOBODY WAS 
EXPECTING HER TO WIN THE MX2 CLASS AT THE WOODVILLE MOTOCROSS GRAND PRIX - EXCEPT 
MAYBE MISS DUNCAN AND HER CLOSEST OF SUPPORTERS. YES, AT THIS POINT IN TIME, SHE MIGHT 
POSSIBLY BE THE FASTEST FEMALE MOTOCROSSER IN THE WORLD, BUT WE STILL CAUGHT HER FOR 
A CHAT BEFORE SHE HEADED OFF TO CHASE HER DREAMS ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE... 










First thing’s first: that was 
one hell of a ride! 


about getting behind the gate, a bit of a mishap at that race, but 

having some pressure on me I made the decision to go back. It 


I agree, it was pretty cool 


and seeing how I would react. 


was mostly because of the timing. 


\ ^ - I am happy with how the I wasn’t really worried about All in all, I needed to go - 1 wanted 


weekend went. 


results. At that point, Qatar was to go racing, too. You can’t just 



You are a racer, so you go to 
every race wanting to win, 
but did that win still take you 
by surprise? 

As you say, in the back of my 
mind, no matter who I’m racing, 
in any class, I want to win. To be 
honest, going in to the weekend, 
that wasn’t the goal. It was more 


only a few weeks away, which 
was the goal for us. But I hadn’t 
been behind the gate for ten 
months, so I had to get some 
race time under my belt. 

You hadn’t raced Woodville in 
quite a few years, so, what took 
you back? 

It had been six years, yeah. I had 


step into world-class racing, as 
preparation is key to good results. 
My first race back was the King of 
the Mountain, and it was good to 
have that race as the first one, but 
I knew I needed another, which is 
how Woodville came about. We 
knew the class was going to be 
stacked, which helped with the 
lead-up, too. ^ 


-*• 
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FIVE MINUTES WITH. 


COURTNEY DUNCAN 


x 




I’ve been back on the bike since 
the start of November. I eased 
into it for a month, just enjoying 
the ride, getting comfortable 
and everything that comes along 
with it. I mean, I’d have almost 
seven months off the bike and it 
was great to be back twisting the 
throttle. Basically, from the start 
of January, I’d been up at Josh 
Coppins’ training facility to, you 
know, train... 


Yeah, it was. In the spring, I met 
with Josh to talk with him about 
what was the best plan and what 
we wanted to achieved. The 
Women’s World Championship is 
something I’ve always wanted to 
race, so we set about making a 
plan. For this race, I had to be on 
a 250F, which is why there was no 
point riding the YZ1 25 - even just 
to ease back into things. 


I am and I reckon that is ‘cause 
it is setup really well. We worked 


really hard on that, since, as 
you said, I’m not the biggest 
of riders. We had to work on 
making it comfortable, especially 
the suspension. Adam from 
MotoTech did that, making it 
perfectly setup for me, given my 
results at Woodville. Even when 
it gets rough, it still handles 
perfectly. I enjoy the two-fifty, too, 
as you have to ride it differently 
to the 1 25. But I do have to be 
smooth and smart, as it could 
easily burn me! 


No, we won’t be racing in Timaru. 
Obviously, the work doesn’t stop, 
as there’s still a lot to do in the 
next three weeks. This race could 
define my future, which is why 
I’m putting everything into it. In 
fact, once this interview is over, 

I’ll head to the track and put more 
laps in. 


It takes place on the same 
weekend as Round 2 of the 
Nationals, so Josh [Coppins] 
will be here in New Zealand. I’m 
heading over with Carey, my 


mechanic, so it’ll just be him 
and me. We’re there for a week, 
Monday to Monday, so it’s a 
quick but hectic trip. 


It all depends on the results... 
there is talk of doing the rest, but 
we’ll weigh it up after the racing. 
Right now, the focus is on Qatar 
and doing well there. 


These days, I’m not doing much 
off the bike, as I do most of my 
training on the bike. For me, bike 
time is everything - and I have a 
lot to work on, when it comes to 
technique. Obviously, the best 
way to be faster is just to get on 
the bike and go do it. That’s not 
every single day, though, as I do 
have a rest days. There is also 
some gym work, working on my 
cardio, as well as keeping on top 
of my knee rehab. 


At the moment, I have a real 


strong team of supporters behind 
me. That starts with my parents. 
From the get-go, they have 
always done whatever they could 
do to support me - and they’re 
still behind me, 100 per cent, and 
always will be. 

I’ve been working with Josh 
for a long time, even when I was 
injured. Now, back on the bike, 
I’m part of Josh Coppins Racing. 
That includes the support from 
all the sponsors that come along 
with the team, which are also 
incredible, making it all possible. 
We also work closely with Fox 
Racing, here in New Zealand 
with Reece and Marcus, as well 
as in the States. And, of course, 
Yamaha Motor New Zealand are 
amazing. They’ve been there 
for me, always. But, this year, 
they stepped it up to help me 
get overseas and make it. At 
Woodville, all the managers and 
crew from Yamaha flew down to 
support me, which shows what 
kind of support I have. 


I reckon it’ll still just be “Kiwi 
Girl”, unless Fox Racing comes 
up with something different - but 
it’s what I am! DRP 



THE BEST WAY T9 
BE FASTER IS JUST 
T9 SET BN THE BIKE 
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NEXT LEVEL 


THE 2016 M0T0CR0SS MODEL RANGE 

The revolutionary 2016 Husqvarna motocross range. Redesigned from the wheels up, this is a profoundly lighter, 
much faster and infinitely better-functioning range of bikes - unlike any before them. Featuring cutting-edge design 
innovations and premium-quality components, going to the next level was never more fun or as effortless as this. 


2 STROKE MY201 6 TC85 TCI 25 I TC250 
4 STROKE MY201 6 FC250 FC350 FC450 


Full features + benefits of the new 2016 range 

www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 



$ n 




Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 
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SUZUKI 


Way of Life! 


No obstacles - 
including the price 

The Suzuki DR-Z250 is designed to get you over any of 
life’s obstacles - on the commute, or the trails. It’s fully 
road legal, easy to ride and comfortable on long hauls with 
convenient electric start and LCD dash. When the weekend 
comes, it’s a capable trail bike with a powerful four stroke 
motor and adjustable suspension. Made in Japan the 
DR-Z250 gives you quality you can feel, for weekly 
payments you’ll barely notice. 

DR-Z250 - No deposit, ride away, just $82 per week, 
includes six months on road costs. 



Colour Yellow. Retail price of $6,995 +orc valid only while stocks last. 


Finance offer to approved purchasers is for no deposit, $395 documentation fee, 
$13 PPSR, $350 for 6 months on-roads and 24 monthly payments of $352.45 
(104 weekly payments of $81.34 per week) at 7.10% finance rate. 

Total amount borrowed $8,458.80. Normal lending criteria apply. 


WWW.SUZUKI.CO.NZ 





IT IS LACKING A FEW HORSEPOWER ON THE 450, BUT IT’S ONLY A FEW 
AND YET IT FEELS MORE LIKE A 250. IT CAN STILL BE UP THE FRONT 
IN A DRAG RACE, BUT NOT WEAR A RIDER OUT, SO WHY DON’T MORE 
PEOPLE RIDE THE 2016 KTM 350 SX-F? WE DUG A LITTLE DEEPER... 
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TESTED 

2016 KTM 350 SX-F 
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THE MIDDLEWEIGHT 
CHAMPION 


V 




it in line. 

When it comes to some brands, 
there is very little difference in weight 
between a 250 and 450, but it can 
feel like a lot more when the throttle is 
twisted and you are fighting against 
the track and the bike. This is why 
some racers, depending on the track 
and how much raw horsepower is 
needed for hills and straightaways, 
can still put down similar or equal lap 
times on a MX2 machine. 

But, obviously, nobody is going 
to ride a two-fifty in the MX1 class, 
as they will lose the drag race to 
the first turn - that’s where the 350 
SX-F comes in. 

THE PEOPLE’S CHAMPION 

While riding the 250 SX-F, I found 
I couldn’t ride it as quickly as I 
could the 350 SX-F, which was the 
opposite of Mitch Rees’ opinion. 
Writing the test for the 201 6 KTM 
250 SX-F, he proclaimed it “the best 
motor in its class, maybe of any 
class, for 201 6”. But the difference 
between Mitch and me is about 
thirty kilos and the talent that comes 
with being a Rees, which is why I 
reject his opinion and interject with 
my own. For me, and the majority 
of “weekend warriors”, the 350 
SX-F - even though it has no real 
changes for 201 6 - is the motor and 
complete package 


W hile it was released 
to huge fanfare, 
way back in 2010, 
KTM’s 350 SX-F - 
and its off- road brethren - have 
been ignored of late. It’s not like 
they don’t sell, but so many riders 
will choose the 450 (or the 250, in 
either two- or four- stroke form). 

Here at DRD, we have always 
been fans of the middleweight 
powerplant, since we, just like 
everyone else, can let our id take 
over and that superego sees us 
wanting to ride a 450cc machine (on 
both the trails and motocross track). 

Sure, as test pilots, we have bike 
skills - and years of experience - to 
make sure that we can keep such 
premier class bikes in check. But, 
unless you’re race-fit, it is easy for 
a big bore bike to take over and 
see you completely out of control. . . 
Face it, these things happen, and 
it’s never fun. That alone is just 
another reason why the 350 is the 
preferred machine for a lot of the 
editorial team. 

What was once the four- stroke 
revolution is now just the status 
quo, which is why I don’t need to 
explain how mass centralisation 
and inertia from the spinning and 
twisting innards of a motocross bike * 
effect how it handles and how much 
energy the pilot has to exert to keep 


THE COMPLETE PACKAGE 

Nowadays, every machine is 
competitive, but some are better 
all-round packages. This matters for 
the everyday rider, one who can’t 
spend thousands of dollars to make 
a bike faster or handle better, which 
is why the 350 SX-F gets my vote 
as one of the bikes of the year. 

As a rider of a certain age, who 
had to ride the early aluminium 
Delta Box frames of a one particular 
brand - and, trust me, those were 
the most rigid of roaches - I find it a 
pleasure to climb aboard and ride a 
motocross bike with a steel frame. 

While KTM was like every other 
manufacturer and saw that the four- 
stroke engine was the future - and 
the Austrian marque took some time 
to get it right, too, despite having 
Antonio Cairoli helping with the R&D 
- Katoom, along with its adopted 
Swedish family, are one of the few 
manufacturers to stick with a steel 
frame. So, what’s the difference? 
Flex. And with that, also feel. 

In the last twenty years, 
aluminium frames have come a 
long way, with the manufacturing 
of the materials and construction 
of the frames designed to be less 
rigid. But, at its simplest, aluminium 
doesn’t flex like steel - once it 
flexes, it tends to crack or stay 
“flexed” (as in, you know, bent). 


Can you count to six in 
Italian? We can, if only just, 
but we know Tony Cairoli 
can, ‘cause that’s how many 
MXGP No.1 plates he’s won. 
He won the majority of those 
on a KTM 350 SX-F, too, 
despite rumours of it actually 
being closer to 400cc. While 
he has since switched to the 
450 SX-F, with some bench 
racers reasoning that Tony 
needed the extra ponies to 
battle with Ryan Villopoto, he 
easily proved that a 350cc 
engine was enough for even 
the fastest racers 
in the world. 



HONDA HJAIMIIILT0M 


LAID BACK 
TRAIL RIDES 

HONDA PARK -MARAMARUA 


DETAILS 

Come and ride the family-friendly trails at 
Maramarua. Recently groomed and ready for 
your knobblies. Heaps of fun and free BBQ. 
All trails colour coded. Special Mini Track. 
Incorporating all the tracks and trails of 
Maramarua including the Kids paddock track, 
Gravel road loop and the intermediate and 
Experts loops. Something for everyone. Enjoy 
the trails back in the mix. 

PRICES 

Cost is $40.00 for adults and $20.00 for kids. 
Includes a free sausage at lunch time - cold 
soft drinks are $2.00 each. 

DIRECTIONS 

Signposted from Kopuku Road near the 
Maramarua Golf Club on State Highway 2. 
Follow the signs to the Honda Motorcycle Park 
on Schumaker Road. 



This event is proudly sponsored by: 

^CdStfOl ^ HONDA Q SCOTT 
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PWR Yamaha 
Demo Program 

It’s coming to a track near you... 


Paul Whibley and Yamaha Motor New Zealand 
have teamed up to create the PWR Yamaha Demo 
Program, an opportunity to ride the latest off-road 
motorcycles from Yamaha and also get some 
riding tips from Whibz. 

A full lineup of bikes, from TT-Rs through to the 
complete range of championship winning YZs, 
FXs and WRs will be available, catering for all 
members of the family. 


Paul Whibley Training Day 

March 26, 2016 

Mangatete Track, SHIO, Northland 


k % 
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clutch r Evolution 


YAMALUBE 
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TESTED 

2016 KTM 350 SX-F 


When a frame doesn’t flex, those 
forces - the same forces that affect 
the pilot - have to be dealt with by 
the suspension, which can lead to 
a bike that does not handle like one 
with a steel frame. 

So, why do the majority of 
manufacturers produce most of their 
modern day motocross bikes with 
aluminium frames? Simple: it’s to 
keep costs down. 

Outside of R&D, an aluminium 
frame costs less in materials and 
time to build, just like air forks. 

FANCY FOOTWORK 

So, the SX-F and SX range doesn’t 
have a forward -facing engine, or 
radically different ideas on mass 
centralisation. But it’s still state of 
the art, having been developed by 
Roger De Coster and Ryan Dungey, 
and it feels like a bike that anyone 
can ride, thanks in part to such a 
useable engine, comfortable cockpit 
and features that few others bikes 


feature - such as electric start, 
launch control, hydraulic clutch, 
along with suspension that uses just 
oil and springs. 

Of course, soon, every bike will 
have an electric starter (since the 
Japanese are finally catching up 
in the battle between a leg and an 
electric leg). 

But, just like some other brands 
- including one from Japan - there 
is a switch on the other side of the 
handlebars that holds the power, 
some less and also a lot more, in 
the way of a switchable mapping 
system. The same switch, when 
used in a fairly simple way, also 
allows for the Austrian’s form of 
Launch Control. 

KTM was the pioneer of instant 
switchable mapping systems within 
easy reach, but some models didn’t 
have much difference between 
‘mild’ and ‘wild’. But, just like the 
450 SX-F, there is no such thing as 
mild - unless^you’re lugging it high 

* 


in the gears and low in the revs - on 
a bigger bore motocrosser. 

Just like it’s twin, the 450 SX-F, 
the ‘mild’ setting allowed for a 
smoother pull off the bottom. 

But, flick the switch, and you can 
also “flick the switch” and use the 
horsepower to stretch its legs - the 
motocross track at Pirini Motorbike 
Park is perfect for that, too. When 
doing this, I never once felt like I was 
out of control. Sure, there was a 
moment when the rear tried to swap 
on me, just as I was riding down the 
short straight that leads toward the 
step-up on the north side. But that 
was because I should have been in 
a gear higher and should not have 
buttoned off when I felt it step out. 

It’s not a science, but when in 
doubt, going flat out can save you. 

It seems that my reckless abandon 
that comes with superego had been 
taken over by caution - how boring. 

It was definitely-in the corners 
where the bike felt easier to handle 



56 I APRIL 201 6 



2016 KTM 350 SX-F 

Price: $14,449.00 


ENGINE 

Engine Type: 349.7cc liquid-cooled 
four-stroke 

Bore and Stroke: 88mm x 57.5mm 
Transmission: five-speed gearbox 
Fuel Delivery System: Keihin EMS 
Clutch: DDS multi-disc wet clutch with 
Brembo hydraulics 
Starting System: Electric 

RUNNING GEAR 

Frame: 25CrMo4 steel central-tube 
Front Suspension: WP 4CS Closed 
Cartridge 48mm tubes with 300mm 
of travel 

Rear Suspension: WP monoshock 
with linkage with 300mm of travel 

DIMENSIONS 
Length: 2190 mm 
Width: 830 mm 

Weight (without fuel): 1 01 .4kg 
Ground Clearance: 370mm 
Fuel Capacity: 7L t ~ ' 
Wheelbase: 1485mm 
Seat Height: 960mm 


than the 450, all because there is less 
inertia, despite the two bikes sharing 
the same frame and running gear. 
Essentially, there is the same amount 
of power, but it is easy to use that 
torque and horsepower when you are 
not battling the bike - that has always 
been the goal of any manufacturer 
from the beginning of motocross. 

MORE MIDDLEWEIGHTS 

By taking advantage of the rulebook 
and working some rules to develop 
bikes on the racetracks, which 
allow their factory bikes to be 
homologated in AMA racing, KTM 
also worked to make a bike that has 
less bore and stroke, but also less 
inertia, in a package that works. 

In the off-road world, which has 
more classes that cater to such 
cubic capacities, there are more 
options for similar sized engines. 

But, in the motocross world, the 
options are limited to European 
fare. But, unlike years past, this bike 
doesn’t feel overly Continental - 
there is no awkwardness. 

With such a useable engine, one 
that doesn’t tire you out as quickly 
as the four-fifty, and combination 
of decent stock springers and 
features that should be on all 
motocross bikes, the ’16 350 SX-F 
is a real winner. URP 
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and 1 8 for the seniors 
but it all boils down to 


one five-lap, nine-minute 
Invitation Feature sprint 
race to decide where the 
main trophy ends up and 
that perhaps suited former 
European GP star Ferris. > 


IS'ZaneWest 13 Bridget McGechan 


Australian Dean Ferris 
had never before even 
seen Honda New Zealand 
Motocross Grand Prix circuit 
at Woodville before he 
arrived there to race on the 
last weekend of January. 

But, by late on the Sunday 


afternoon, his name was 
being inscribed on the 
fabled trophy. 

Plenty happens over 
the two days of Woodville, 
with hundreds of riders 
and dozens of races - 24 
for the minis, 26 the juniors 




1 A 







The Altherm JCR Yamaha 
Racing Team rider became the 
28th different rider to win the 
main trophy at this year’s 55th 
running of the iconic stand-alone 
event, winning the feature race 
by just a few a bike-lengths from 
New Zealand MX1 champion 
Cody Cooper (Honda racing Team 
CRF450), the man from Mount 
Maunganui who is also a two- 
time former Woodville champion. 

The 25-year-old Ferris, from 
Kyogle in New South Wales, said 
it was “very special” to win the 
Woodville GR 

“I had only ever heard of this 
event once before coming here 
and that was because of that 
crazy river race. Now I realise 
what a big deal it is. It’s great to 
start the year too by shaking out 
the cobwebs at such a big race 
as this.” 

“It’s fantastic to be back 
on Yamaha and I have really 
appreciated all the guidance I have 
had from (Altherm JCR Yamaha 
Racing team boss, Kiwi former GP 
star, former Woodville winner and 
former New Zealand and Australian 
champion) Josh Coppins. 


“It’s awesome to work with 
Josh. We’ve done a lot of work 
together and that will continue 
at his Motueka base this week. I 
used to race against Josh and I 
have a lot of respect for him. 

“I’m not at my peak yet. I’m just 
warming up.” 

Ferris put the distinctive 
anniversary-yellow Yamaha 
YZ450F on the podium in every 
race he started on Sunday, 
although Cooper did win the MX1 
class overall, his 1-2-2 score-card 
enough to edge out Ferris (2-1 -3) 
by four points. 

There were three different 
winners in the MX1 class, with 
Australian Todd Waters (MC2 
Suzuki Racing Team RM-Z450) 
winning the third race of the 
day, although British visitor Jake 
Nicholls (Husqvarna) took the 
third podium step in the MX1 
class with a 5-5-3 score-card. 

But perhaps the real story of 
the weekend was about Otago’s 
Courtney Duncan. 

The Altherm JCR Yamaha 
Racing Team rider, not 
unexpectedly, hammered the 
best of the women at Woodville, 


but she really stunned the Kiwi 
motocross community by then 
also thumping the MX2 class men. 

It was one of her final warm- 
up races before she flew out 
to tackle the opening round of 
the Women’s World Motocross 
Championships in Qatar on 
February 27-28. 

The 20-year-old Duncan looked 
tiny on the MX2 podium, with 
two fellow Kiwi internationals, 
Hamilton’s Josiah Natzke 
(Red Bull KTM) and Takaka’s 
Hamish Harwood (CML KTM), 
either side of her, but there was 
nothing diminutive about her 
achievements in getting there. 

Natzke was European 1 25cc 
No. 2 and New Zealand 125cc 
champion last season, while 
former Australian under-1 9 
champion Harwood was national 
MX2 No. 2 last year, but they 
were both overshadowed by the 
young woman from Palmerston, 
near Dunedin. 

Duncan produced a 1-3-2 
score-line in the MX2 class, 
edging out Natzke by four 
points, with Harwood another 
three points further back, while 


her fellow Altherm JCR Yamaha 
Racing team-mates Kayne 
Lamont and Ethan Martens 
rounded out the top five. 

To put Duncan’s performance 
in perspective, she rode the 
seven-lap, 14-minute women’s 
class races and then rode back 
to the line to race the 1 0-lap, 

1 9-minute MX2 class races. 

She won the women’s races by 
99, 65 and 79 seconds respectively. 

She was obviously saving 
herself in the women’s class 
races because her fastest lap in 
that class was one minute and 55 
seconds, while she stepped up 
the pace to offer up a fastest time 
in the MX2 class of one minute 
and 50 seconds. 

The top times in the MX1 class 
were at the one minute and 48 
seconds mark, so Duncan was 
only about two seconds a lap 
slower than the international 
riders in the MX1 class. 

Meanwhile, Feilding’s Tony 
Cvitanovich (AFC Motorcycles 
KTM) did enough in finishing 
with a 4-4-3 scorecard to be 
crowned 1 25cc class champion 
at Woodville. URQ 






LAUNCH 

HONDA AFRICA TWIN CRFIOOOL 



0Kev HSupplied 


DESPITE BLAZING HOT SUN AND THE PARCHED LANDSCAPE, THE LAUNCH 
WAS HERE IN GODZONE, TAKING HONDA’S BIGGEST CRF THE LENGTH OF THE 
MAINLAND THROUGH AS MANY UNSEALED PASSES AS WE COULD STRING 
TOGETHER. WELCOME BACK TO THE ADVENTURE CLASS BIG H. 


S o, when did a 1 0OOcc 
Adventure bike become 
mid-sized? With the 
all -new Africa Twin 
looking as much Rally Raid as 
Adventure, the comparatively 
diminutive stature was a pleasant 
surprise. Also departing from the 
established norm, Honda didn’t go 
for a beak at the front, letting their 
new baby stand out even more. 

If that wasn’t enough, throwing 
a leg over the reachable-without- 
dislocating-the-hip seat sees you 
astride a motorcycle that isn’t 
porky in the middle. Then there’s 
the lack of a gearshift lever and 
what, at first glance, appears to 
be a badly deformed clutch lever. 
Not a mutant, that’s the park 
brake. It goes with the toggle- 
shifters on the ‘bar and the DCT 
(Dual Clutch Transmission) on 
this, the fully optioned version. 
DCT? 

Yeah, as in it uses the same 
gears but can be used manually, 


as a semi-auto or even full auto, 
depending on where you’re 
headed. Before you groan out 
loud, this is most certainly not 
your granddad’s old Trimatic 
but a seriously impressive and 
cleverly engineered option that 
also makes it impossible to stall 
in the tight stuff. 

Speaking of tight, it has a 43° 
steering angle, so nails a U-turn 
in 2.6m, rather than the three- 
point version many big adventure 
bikes get seen doing. 

Using an engine cradling 
system similar to the CRF450 
Rally, the Africa Twin’s chassis 
doesn’t run a steering damper 
at all, yet it stubbornly refused to 
get upset on or off the tarmac, 
despite some enthusiastic 
provocation. Although still 
weighing the other side of 225kg 
(weights vary depending on 
specs), the engine carries its 
mass low, assisted by having the 
‘sump’ up inside the internals. 


Letting the engine sit low without 
the oil-filled protrusion makes 
the bike feel like they got the 
numbers wrong. Coupled to the 
narrow waist, it sure doesn’t feel 
like 242kg in the fully optioned 
DCT, ABS, Traction Control 
version. 

It may have taken them over a 
decade to decide to jump back 
in the fray but they have definitely 
been mulling it over at a design 
level for quite some time. The all too 
often used analogy of smacking 
the nail on the head is, in the Africa 
Twin’s case, pretty much spot-on. 

It’s sure going to have an impact 
in what has become a crowded 
sector and it brings some smart 
tricks to the game. 

And as for the CRF model 
designation? _ 

It’s a*fair call. T " r ‘ V - ** 

It feels like a large dirt bike, 
not a road bike with a couple of 
inches of extra suspension travel 
and some faux knobblies. ^ 
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LAUNCH 

HONDA AFRICA TWIN CRFIOOOL 



NO STICK-SHIFT? 

Well, the motorcycle version, 
anyway... 

That’s right: it’s an 
automatic system. 

It’ll be taboo for many but 
possibly for all the wrong 
reasons. When slipper-type 
clutches first appeared in the 
dirt scene, the internals were 
hidden, so nobody could tell 
unless they spied you taking 
the tight line without your 
bike trying to flame out at the 
apex and your clutch fingers 
were still wrapped around 
the grip. Even fuel injection 
took time to break down the 
walls; but, now, it’s only the 
two-strokes using the good 


oP carb-u-rettor. This clever 


FRESH AIR 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.. 


transmission is taking the 


Riding in a group on parched 
high country dirt and unsealed 
roads is brutal on air filters, or 
engines, if you don’t stay ahead 
of the abrasive clouds you go 
through. When I was told the 
air filter maintenance required 
doing every 21 ,000km, I nearly 
laughed my arse off. Clearly 
the designers had never ridden 
here, or maybe they just let 
a typo slip through? So we 
did four days of dust-sucking 
long hauls, only to find the 
still-air box really is that good. 
The twin, vertically-stacked 
filters are housed in a system 
that also lets you easily drain 
the system should you play 
submarines in the crossings. 

The staggered, twin-sparkplug 
per cylinder system also has the 
outside plugs easily accessed 
to also make resuscitating a 
drowned machine simpler than 
you’d think. 


Is 1 0Ohp enough for most adventure 
riders? It’s not just peak output but 
how the power is delivered that 
the big H were chasing. Working 
back from a predetermined point of 
around 1 0Ohp and a broad flattish 
torque curve that delivered around 
lOONm (they pretty much hit that 
dead-on), Honda resisted the 
challenge to enter the horsepower 


wars and they stuck to their 
guns. The Africa Twin will pull an 
indicated 200km/h, as the engine 
management calls an end to play 
past that point, so it’s no slug. It’s 
also impressively stable at speed 
on wide-open spaces, so as a 
package, it feels like the different 
design teams were very much on 
the same page. 


road scene by storm and it’s 
possibly only a matter of time, 
as in the next generation 
who don’t hold as fast to our 
beliefs, before we look back 
at the current system as we 
look at the vintage machines 
of today... 

Personally, I’d prefer to be 
able to manually add a whiff 
of clutch to get the 21 -inch 
front tyre over obstacles 
and set an entry for water 
crossings, but for the more 
serious trail rider, you can get 
the Africa Twin with a clutch 
instead of DCT. Maybe the 
DCT will be more for the tar 
riders... for now. 

With 1 300km travelled 
on the journey, it left 
an impressed bunch of 
journalists contemplating 
when we rolled into 
Queenstown at the end of the 
journey. 
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2016 HONDA 
AFRICA TWIN 

Price: $19,995 I ABS/TC $21,995 
DCT/ABS/TC $23,995 (the works!) 

ENGINE 

Engine Type: 998cc liquid-cooled 
four-stroke parallel twin 

Bore and Stroke: 92mm x 
75.1mm 

Transmission: Constant mesh 
6-speed manual / 6-speed DCT 
with on and off-road riding modes 
Clutch: Wet, multi-plate with coil 
springs, aluminum cam assist and 
slipper clutch 

RUNNING GEAR 
Frame: Steel semi-double cradle 
type with high-tensile strength 
steel rear sub-frame 
Front Brake: 310mm dual wave 
floating hydraulic disc with 
aluminum hub and radial fit 
4-piston calipers and sintered 
metal pads 

Rear Brake: 256mm wave 
hydraulic disc with 2-piston caliper 
and sintered metal pads. Also 
Lever-Lock Type Parking Brake 
System on DCT model 

DIMENSIONS 

Length: 2335mm 

Width: 875mm 

Height: 1475mm 

Wheelbase: 1575mm 

Seat Height: 871mm 

Ground Clearance: 250mm 

Fuel Capacity: 18.7L 

Dry Weight: 228kg (base model) 

231.7kg (ABS/TC) 

242kg (DCT/ABS/TC) 


THE ROUTE 

Starting from Picton (after we flew into 
Blenheim), the ride headed through 
Molesworth Station - NZ’s largest 
working farm - before kicking out 
in Hanmer Springs. From there, we 
headed south, taking in Lees Valley 
on the way to Christchurch, a few 
days before the poor buggers landed 
another earthquake. The ride towards 
Dansey’s pass saw us utilise unsealed 
alternatives for much of the day but 
there’s no avoiding the section through 
Geraldine. Still, Dansey’s Pass was 
all but deserted, so we arrived at the 
Dansey’s Pass Pub in good spirits. 

The final day of riding was to see us 
head over the Dunstan Trail before 
heading up for a loop of Nevis Pass, 
our highest public unsealed road. In 
fact, it’s the highest public road full 
stop. A spill that saw a car journalist 
take a tumble (there were a couple 
over the course) and the broken leg 
and ankle saw us holed up waiting for 
medics, so with time running out and 
cold beer beckoning, we did the right 
thing and hit the town. 

With a variety of tyres also fitted, it 
was obvious by the rush to avoid the 
standard tyres, which are really suited 
to a ratio of more seal than dirt, that the 
chunkier tread was on the wish list. 

That being said, the full block 
options would never have done the 
distance, so while faster on the loose, 
they’re not a 1300km option, unless 
you have the patience of a saint - 
and I don’t. The intermediates, fitted 
with heavy-duty tubes really shone 
-just sayin’. 



With a bunch of lower and taller seat 

options, screens, panniers, bashplates, 

centrestands, etc. already available, there are a couple of wee 

details I think they could have addressed better. 

Standing on the pegs for long stints does create pressure points 
from the footpegs. Simple to swap out for wider items (like the 
CRF450R’s pegs) would solve the issue but it would have been nice 
to see more generous pegs from the get-go. The non-adjustable 
screen, while perfectly functional, will get the odd furrowed brow 
from some that add touring to their adventure riding. There are some 
minor things and many riders will swap handlebars and pegs to suit 
themselves as a matter of course anyway, so the nit-picking kind of 
shows that finding chinks in Honda’s new Africa Twin is hard going. 





UNLESS YOU’VE BEEN 
LIVING UNDER A ROCK, 

YOU WILL KNOW THAT BEN 
TOWNLEY IS NOW PART OF 
THE SUZUKI WORLD MXGP 
TEAM TO CONTEST THE FULL 
2016 WORLD MOTOCROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP ABOARD A 
FACTORY SUZUKI RMZ450 
ALONGSIDE BELGIAN KEVIN 



MXGP 

BEN TOWNLEY 







El Chris Ritchie QSupplied 



A fter Townley’s 
memorable 
performance at the 
Motocross of Nations 
in Ernee, last September, 
chasing the recently crowned 
MXGP champion Romain Febvre, 
the urge to get back behind the 
MXGP gate returned and his 
racing flame was rekindled. This 
led to talks with new Suzuki 
MXGP boss, Stefan Everts, and a 
deal was struck. 

The first race of the year for 
many European motocross 
regulars is the Hawkstone 
International, held near the 
town of Shrewsbury in the 
west of England, at the famous 
Hawkstone circuit. The typical 
cold and wet conditions greeted 
the riders for the 201 6 race, with 
a number of MXGP heavy hitters 
in attendance, including BT in 
his first competitive outing with 
the Suzuki World MXGP. Having 
spent almost a month prior to 
the event in Europe training 
at tracks in Spain, France and 
Belgium, this event was also the 
first racing environment to gauge 
bike setup and iron out any 
issues on race day ahead of the 
auspicious MXGP season, just 
days away. 

First thing, can you tell us about 
how the Suzuki deal came 
together, following the Nations 


at Ernee in September? 

I had been interested in racing 
this season in MXGP since 
about March 201 5; so, with my 
results at Ernee, it was enough 
to cement an option with Suzuki. 
From there, Stefan and I started 
talking seriously about it, but it 
took a while to sort it all out, to be 
honest. 

Since the deal was announced 
officially in November, you have 
been putting in the work at 
home, and now in Europe, but 
how has your preparation gone 
up until this point? 

So far, it has been a great build 
up in the off season. I started 
my whole programme at the 
beginning of November; and, with 
all of the preparation that I did for 
Ernee, I was already in a pretty 
good base condition. Riding-wise 
I was very fortunate to have Cody 
as my sparring partner. He is so 
quick on Kiwi soil and I did all 
of my motos with him, actually 
trailing him as close as I could, 
which helped a lot. 

Can you tell us about getting 
involved with BMX legend Kurt 
Pickard and what you worked 
on together with fitness and 
training? 

Yeah, I noticed that he has been 
progressing his career into being 
a trainer and I approached him 


specifically about my strength 
conditioning for the off-season 
preparation. It worked out even 
better that I thought it would. 

I’m stoked I reached out to him 
because he’s really committed 
to his athletes and that is really 
inspiring for myself to have that 
support from Kurt. I was a little 
sceptical that he might want to 
build me up too much, as if you 
see him he looks like a “Give 
Way” sign, so we talked through 
that and he built my plan to 
perfection around my body and 
what I needed in that time of the 
season. He’s also training Roydon 
White and a couple of other moto 
guys, so he’s learning a lot about 
bikes with engines and not just 
pedals! 

How does it feel to be back 
in Europe? 

It has been good, but I’m missing 
my family. I knew it would be 
tough, but it’s harder than I 
thought to leave behind summer 
and all the fun activities you get 
to experience with your kids over 
the holidays. I’ve got another 
few weeks until I see them after 
Round 2, so I’ll be glad to fly 
south after Thailand, rather than 
back to Europe! 

Back to the GP routine, what’s 
different this time around? 

Well, so far the differences 


are mainly personal ones, 
changes that I’m working on 
with Stefan and the team to be 
a better racer. I’ve really tried to 
have an open book and make 
changes to be better once the 
races arrive. Being better is 
not directed to speed, as I’m 
happy with that after Ernee, but 
more about my approach and 
strategy to my racing. 

How would you describe 
working with Stefan and the 
Suzuki team? 

So far, I’d say it has be 
exceptional. Really, there is no 
need to look over the fence to 
see if the grass is greener. I have 
a nice, lush lawn in front of me! 

Having ridden Hondas for a 

number of years, how has the 
switch to the RM-Z450 been? 

It has been a pretty smooth 
transition. I believe I suit the 
RM-Z slightly more, the chassis 
is a little more stable and for 
my riding style, it feels more 
balanced. But, if I’m honest, it’s 
a full factory bike, so it should 
be good after riding production 
bikes for more than three years. 
We’ve made some small tweaks, 
but nothing major at all. I only 
had to get DR Trim (Roger Boyles) 
to send over a seat cover so 
that they could see what Kiwi 
craftsmanship is like... ^ 
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Also, there has been a few kit 
changes for you this year, so 
what’s the new setup? 

Yeah, it’s a team deal, which is 
why I am wearing Shift racewear 
and Gaerne boots - my deal 
is all inclusive with Suzuki so 
that’s why there are so many 
changes. 

Before the MXGP season gets 
underway, you have a couple 
of internationals including 
Hawkstone, and Valence, 
which you have done before. 
How have you approached 
them? 

I’ve approached them as a test 
to my new strategy. I’ve thought 
long and hard about it during 
all my hours of training and 
practicing in the off-season, but 
I’ll be testing it out in during the 
pre-season races. 


With that, tell us about your day 
here at Hawkstone. 

It was good, but really tough. I 
haven’t ridden in conditions like 
this in ages! It was very wet and 
sloppy. I struggled with my hips 
a little bit, especially on this type 
of track. I’d been riding heaps of 
sand lately, and now clearly my 
hips and groin need to be stronger, 
which is something that has only 
just become evident. I need to start 
working on those areas. Overall, 

I was pretty happy. I didn’t really 
know what to expect speed-wise. 
I’ve been chasing Strijbos around 
tracks for the past month, so I 
knew I wasn’t going slow, and was 
pretty much there, I reckon. 

What was the highlight of the 
day for you? 

The highlight of the day for me 
was after I made the mistake 


in the final moto, I felt I rode 
my best. I felt like the second 
moto was decent and my riding 
definitely got better as the day 
progressed. Overall, the second 
moto was good, as I made some 
gains after the first moto, then 
in the Superfinal at the end of 
the day, I made some more 
improvements. The result doesn’t 
show, but I know I was riding 
better, and getting the fastest lap 
of the moto is proof of that. 

What are your expectations for 
the opening round of MXGP in 
Qatar? 

I have no expectatios. I am going 
to stick to my game plan for the 
first five rounds and then, from 
there, assess where I am. I think 
I’ve prepared pretty well, so it was 
good to see where I was at today 
and get behind the gate. ^DRP 
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Noisa 


The new off-road helmet by No/an 


An extremely aggressive design in line with the latest trends m its class. It 
features an extra-wide window to accommodate ail types of goggles with 
the rear nf the shell designed to hold the strep. Maximum care has been 
taken in designing the lining with the latest generation sweat absorbing 
and highly breathable fabrics that can be easily removed for washing. The 
effective ventilation system offers optimal internal climate control and 
features several air intakes and extractors as well as AirBooster Technology. 
The lower edge of the helmet is designed for clearance and support of a neck 
brace. Complete with a fully adjustable peak. 



modern bikes are welcome to trail ride the course. 


WWW.POWERADVENTURES.CO.NZ 

FOR MORE INFO CALL JOHN NICHOLSON 027 207 0267 OR GREG POWER 027 445 4429 


MARAMARUA 

VINDUR0 


vmuunu 

APRIL 3 20 16^ 

HONDA PARK. MARAMARUA FOREST 


The Maramarua Classic is a fun enduro for older trail, 
enduro and MX bikes. The course comprises gravel roads, 
bulldozed clay tracks and some single track. The course 
is has a choice of routes from 50-70km aiming to give 
average level riders a pleasant day riding. There are classes 
for bikes of varying ages and technology levels. Owners of 


MARAMARUA CLASSIC CHECK LIST 

0 Sunday April 3 

0 Signposted from SH2 Maramarua 
0 Sign on from 9.00am to 10.00am 
0 Bring your old-time Maramarua 
photos and bikes for display 
0 Start at 10.30am; trail riders must 
be on course within 30 minutes 
S? Mufflers essential, no noisy bikes, 
safe fuel system 
0 Fuel - distance to fuel 35km 
0 Costs - trail ride $40.00, enduro $55.00 
0 Camping on site Saturday night, 
basic facilities 

0 Barbie after ride, bring supplies 

0 Go to www.vinduronz.com for 
Vinduro class regs 




ADVENTURES. CO. M2 
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2011 YAMAHA YZ1 25 
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w LIKE MOST PEOPLE OUT THERE, 
WE CAN'T AFFORD TO JUST GO OUT 
AND BUY A NEW BIKE. SO, WHEN 
PAUL WAS LOOKING FOR A RIDE 
FOR HIS 14-YEAR-OLD, THE WORLD 
OF SECOND-HAND TWO-STROKES 
OPENED UP... 
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Y eah, we get to ride 

the latest and greatest 
machines to come out of 
the factories, but when it 
comes to buying our own bikes, just 
like everyone else, we’re trawling 
dealer ads and searching on 
TradeMe for a ride that is going to 
tick all the boxes for the right price, 
but hasn’t been thrashed to within 
an inch of its life. 

Taine has been riding for just 
over a year, but being 15, he’s 
growing faster than an earthworm 
in a compost bin. He soon grew 
out of the RM85 he’d been piloting 
and moved to his mum’s CRF230F, 
but that wasn’t a match for the 
jumps, so it was a 125 two-stroke 
that was next on the list. Sure, we 
could have gone for a KTM 200 
EXC, but it would need to be a 
more recent model to avoid any of 
the issues with earlier Katooms. 

But, even then, you’re still looking 
at big money. Also, I am a firm 
believer that once a kid is on a 
125cc two-stroke, and riding it 
properly, they’re set to move on to 
almost anything else. If they can’t 
tame a 125, they aren’t ready to 
get on a heavier four-stroke that 
can still lead to lazy riding. 


We found this 201 1 at Tony Rees 
Motorcycles, so a quick call was 
made to Tony to get the low-down 
on the bike. He was selling on 
behalf, but Tony knew the history 
of the YZ, with a full-rebuild, new 
plastics and a graphics kit all added 
for the owner’s son. . . only for the 
boy to decide he wasn’t really that 
in to dirt bikes! Hence, the YZ had 
only done about four hours since 
the rebuild. Tony told me that “it’s a 
goodie”, so I bought it on the spot. 

THE PEDIGREE 

The YZ1 25 will go down in the 
history books as being one of 
the most iconic and successful 
dirt bikes ever, with many of the 
greats starting their careers off on 
a YZ. First released in 1975 as a 
twin-shock machine, the YZ as 
we know it today came into being 
in 2005, with the single backbone 
frame constructed of aluminium. 

The YZ comes complete with 
ProTaper bars, titanium footpegs 
and a gripper seat. This bike had 
also received the modern shrouds 
and plastics, making it look like it’s 
almost fresh off the showroom floor. 

Weighing in at 94.4 kilos, the seat 
towers at 998mm, making it a stretch 


to get your leg over. But once in the 
saddle, the one-twenny compresses 
under you, making it easier to 
touch the floor. The transmission is 
six-speed, meaning you do need 
to dance through the gears when 
the track opens up. But, thankfully 
the YZ has an exceptionally flexible 
powerplant, making trail work easy. 
With 33hp at the rear wheel, you’ll be 
surprised how fast this two-stroke is, 
with a lap of the Aria Trail Ride a real 
laugh aboard a machine - especially 
when you wouldn’t necessarily 
expect such a bike to excel in that 
sort of environment. 

Issues with these machines seem 
to be very rare, with a simple piston 
and rings all that’s required to freshen 
the motor. Using decent two-stroke 
oil is a must (we use Castrol Power 
RS TTS that is fully-synthetic) and 
keeping an eye on the gearbox oil 
shouldn’t be forgotten. Other than 
that, the dingers are remarkably 
simple and really bulletproof. For trail 
riding, we run the YZ on the leaner 
side of oil/petrol mix, with a ratio 
of 40:1 seeming to work the best 
- we have yet to foul a plug. But, 
like always, carry a spare with the 
appropriate tools to change it if you’re 
out on the trails (or at the track). 
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2011 YAMAHA YZ 125 


.-..oine 

Engine Type: 124cc liquid-cooled 
two-stroke 

Bore and Stroke: 54.0 x 54.5mm 
Transmission: six-speed gearbox 
Fuel Delivery System: Mikuni TMX 38 
Carburettor 

Lubrication system: Dry sump 
Starting System: Electric 


RUNNING GEAR 

Frame: Aluminium 
Front Suspension: KYB Speed- 
sensitive system inverted fork with 
300mm of travel 

Rear Suspension: KYB Monoshock 

with 315mm of travel 

Front brake: 250mm single wave disc 

Rear brake: 245mm single wave disc 

Front tyre: 80/100-M21 

Rear tyre: 100/90-MI 9 


DIMENSIONS 
Length: 2136mm 
Width: 828mm 
Weight (without fuel): 94.4kg 
Ground Clearance: 386mm 
Wheelbase: 1443mmT ' 
Seat Height: 998mm 
Fuel Capacity: 8L, s 
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WHAT TO AVOID 

Okay, getting a bargain is cool, but not if you 
end up with an unreliable piece of crap that will 
ultimately cost you money. You need to start a 
bike up when you’re looking at it and try and 
listen for any suspicious rattles and clouds of 
smoke. Of course, two-strokes do smoke when 
they start, as they’re burning off the oil in the 
pipe. But it should clear. If it doesn’t clear, walk 
away. Also, check fork seals, ask for a record of 
services (even if it’s receipts for oil and filters) and 
see if there’s a Motominder, which will give you 
some idea of how many hours the machine has 
done. Remember, the previous could have done 
a hundred hours and then fitted it, but more 


often than not it’ll indicate the owner has actually 
taken an interest in the hours the bike is doing 
and when he needs to service it. 

If you really do end up with a dog, at least 
two-strokes are still easy enough to fix, unlike the 
four-stroke equivalents that need a professional 
mechanic to delve inside to repair it. We paid 
$4,500 for this YZ1 25, which we were certainly 
happy with, since the bike is awesome. It is just 
as much fun to ride as many modern machines, 
if not more, and it’ll see Taine through for a 
number of years before he even needs to think of 
trading up. And when he does, he’s going to be 
out of luck, ‘cause I want to keep it! 73RP 



From yellow to red and white, before 
the blue we all know in the dirt 
world, the humble - but never to be 
underestimated - YZ1 25 has seen a 
lot of changes through the decades.. 
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FOX ADULT RAPTOR 

Pk+ribu+ed by 
Level Limi+ed 
The new Raptor from Fox 
Racing features full side 
coverage via a plastic side plate, 
completely adjustable (and 
removable) shoulder and bicep 
coverage, with CE certified back 
coverage. It gives unrestricted 
full body coverage in a versatile 
neck brace compatible fit. Head 
down to your local Fox delaler to 
try it on and see how it will work 
for you. 



FORMA TERRA 

P' 19 +ribu+ed by Forbes L Pavie<5 L+d 
Price ^09.00 

These European made adventure riding boots 
come with all the bells and whistles including a 
full grain leather upper, CE approved protections, 
buckle and velcro closure, as well as a Drytex 
waterproof and breathable liner. The boots are 
available in either Brown or Black in Euro sizes 42 
to 49. See your Forma stockist for more details. 



THOR MX SNIPER 
GOGGLES 

Pi^+ribu+ed by 4-^4 Unlimi+ed I 
www.4F 4.co.nz 
Price- ^99.00 

The Thor MX Sniper is an all-new goggle 
that has so much technology involved and 
tested by some of the world’s best racers 
and riders, which will keep your vision at 
1 00 per cent and keep you out front of 
the chasing pack! The set comes with 
removable nose guard cover, drilled frame, 
clear spare lens included and goggle bag. 



scon 350 BOOTS 

Pk+ribu+ed by Spor+^pro 
Price-. ^399.00 
Designed in Italy, the Scott 350 boots 
are crafted using the world’s finest 
materials and processes. Featuring a 
low profile toe box for improved feel 
and an anatomically designed upper 
boot construction, the 350 boots 
offer the best support and comfort 
straight out of the box, just another 
reason to choose Scott. 


WORKSHOP GRAPHICS HONDA AND KTM GRAPHICS 


Pi^+ribu+ed by Workshop frraphic^ I work^hop^raphic^.co.nz 

Price-. il^.OO 



Made from an industry proven, bubble-free, technically advanced graphic 
system that is sure to outlast its competitors, you can choose from over 200 
kits online - all customised by our talented designers for your unique tastes. 
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MOTOBATT PRO LITHIUM 
BATTERY 


Di^+ribu+ed by Whi+e'9 

Get the latest battery technology to hit the 
off-road scene. With less weight than ever, 
the Motobatt Pro Lithium fits many late 
model off-road bikes. It is built for racing and 
most importantly, it is has the most stable 
chemistry available. 


Powers por+9 
Price, ten’ 




The optimal hardshell protection 5.5 Body 
Protector features CE certified impact protection, 
Back EN 1621-2, Level 2, Front prEN 1621-3, 
Level 2 and Shoulder CE EN 1621-1. What does 


LEATT 5.5 BODY PROTECTOR 

Di^+ribu+ed by Vs/hi+e'^ Power^porT^ 
Price-. ^409.00 


that mean? It means it’ll help keep you safer in 
the nastiest of diggers. The multilayer and multi 
plate articulating design has ventilation slots 
for maximum cooling, along with perforated 
3DF foam to help keep that airflow happening, 
meaning you’ll be cool and comfortable. 



LEATT GPX 5.5 
COMPOSITE HELMET 

Pi<5+ribu+ed by Whi+e'9 
Power9por+<5 
Price- ^G49.00 

The brand new Leatt GPX Head and Brain 
Protection line redefines the traditional 
helmet. The patented 360° Turbine 
Technology significantly reduces rotational 
acceleration to the head and brain, decreases 
head impact at concussion level, and 
improves multi-impact protection! Leatt 
reduced outer shell volume, which decreases 
the torque and rotational energy to the head 
and brain. The helmet is the past, head and 
brain Protection is here and now. 




FLY RACING 
KINETIC MESH 
RACEWEAR 

Dte+ribu+ed by 
Whi+e'9 Power^porT^ 
Price- Jersey ^9.90 
Pan\ ^199.90 
This fully vented jersey and 
mesh paneling pants have 
ventilation where it is needed the 
most, yet is still as durable as 
the standard Kinetic gear. The 
Kinetic Mesh line is designed 
to help you perform your best 
during the summer heat of the 
great outdoors. 
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PRO FILTER PREMIUM AIR FILTERS 

Dte+ribu+ed by Forbes h Davies L+d 
Priced -Prom ^39.00 

Pro Filter Premium Air Filters are made of chemical resistant, high quality 
polyester based foam. The dual-stage design allows for superior filtration 
by eliminating the passage of fine dirt and dust, while helping to prevent 
air flow blockage. The special reticulation process offers unsurpassed 
airflow and filtration. The filters are available to to suit a wide range of 
motos and ATVs, so head down to see your Maxima stockist. 


MOTOMUCK 1L 
SPRAY BOTTLE 

www.mofomuck.co.nz 

Spend less time cleaning and 
more time, well, riding, by using 
Motomuck! The one litre bottle 
now comes with with the “Pro” 
trigger, too, making it 
even easier. 


SCOn 350 YOUTH 
HELMETS 

Di^+ribu+ed by 
Spor+^pro 
Price- £lG 9.TO 
Like the 350 Pro Series helmet, 
the Scott 350 Youth helmet 
combines high-end materials 
with cutting edge construction, 
perfect for keeping Junior 
looking cool and protected. 



FOX RACING COMP 8 BOOTS 

Di^+ribu+ed by Level Limi+ed 

Go on, admit it: you thought these were Fox Racing’s Instincts, didn’t 
you? But for good reason! The all-new Comp 8 boot was designed to 
mimic the looks of the pro level boot, along with being engineered to 
provide superior support and protection in a comfortable and extremely 
affordable package. Go try a pair of the new Comp 8 moto kicks! 
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2016 SHIFT 
ASSAULT RACE 
HELMET 

Di^+ribu+ed by Level 
Limi+ed 

Shift is completely back in 
the game, which is evident 
with the release of the all- 
new Assault Race helmet, 
complete with an injection 
molded polycarbonate 
shell, nine intake vents, 
four exhaust vents and 
ECE certification. It also 
features of the season’s 
raddest graphics and 
colourways. The Assault 
Race lid is available, right 
now, at your local Shift 
dealer! 


2016 SHIFT 
ASSAULT 
RACEWEAR 

Di^+ribu+ed by 
Level Limi+ed 

Shift has always been the 
choice for those looking for 
something unique and fresh, 
which is why the innovative 
brand focuses on fusing the 
creative influences from the 
world of motocross, lifestyle 
and fashion into all of their 
stylish performance products 
- the 201 6 Strike gear is no 
exception! 





MAXIMA AIR 
FILTER CARE KIT 

D' 19 +ribu+ed by Forbes 2 * 
Pavie9 L+d 
Price-. ^44.00 
A clean and perfectly oiled air 
filter provides maximum airflow 
and increased horsepower. 
Maxima have made it easier 
to achieve this with their Air 
Filter Care Kit: a two- pack kit 
containing Maxima’s race proven 
Air Filter Cleaner and Fabl Air 
Filter Oil. Spray on the Air Filter 
Cleaner to safely remove oil and 
dirt from foam and fabric air filter 
elements and then rinse out in 
water. Once dry, follow this with 
Fabl Spray-On Air Filter Oil, 
providing a protective coating 
that catches fine dust without 
restricting airflow. 


SCOTT 450 PODIUM RACEWEAR 

Di9+ribu+ed by Spor+9pro 
Price-. Jersey - ^* 5 * 5.00 I Pan+9 - ^2-19.00 
The Scott 450 Podium racewear has been designed with riding in mind. 
Starting with the super light and super comfortable jersey that features 
a highly ventilated and all-new fit with padded elbows, large vented side 
panels, Lycra cuffs and raglan sleeves for additional comfort, the features 
continue down to the pants, which have come about from years of product 
testing. This results in great looking performance you can count on. 




JT RACING V2 
CHEST AND BACK 
PROTECTOR 

Di9+ribu+ed by Tru9por+ 
Price- $149.95" 

Since JT Racing designed the 
first plastic set of motocross 
body armour, it should be no 
surprise that the new V2 chest 
and back protector is an industry 
leader, as things have come 
a long way. When it comes 
to protection, don’t take any 
chances, so go try on the V2 to 
see if it works for you! 


BEER OPTICS “HEINY” GOGGLES 

Pi9+ribu+ed by Forbes 2 * Davie9 L+d 
Price-. $5" 4 .00 

The Beer Optics goggle line was designed with two major factors in mind: 
function and price. The pliable “Polyflex” urethane frame material contours 
to your face for the ultimate in comfort and protection. The “GOX” frame 
is equipped with the highest quality, polycarbonate, shatter resistant anti- 
scratch and anti-fog coated lens available. A full range of replacement 
tinted lens are also available. 



WORKSHOP GRAPHICS 2016 
HUSQVARNA GRAPHICS 

Pi< 5 +ribu+ed by Workshop 6rraphic9 
work^hopgr^phic^.co.nz 
Price-. $399.00 


Just released are the new kits for the 201 6 
Husqvarna range, adding to our range that covers 
the entire range, which will help protect your ride and 
make you look like a pro. 
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THE LEAVES ARE STARTING TO TURN BROWN, THE NIGHTS ARE GETTING COOLER 
- NOT TO MENTION, LONGER - MEANING IT’S TIME TO START COVERING UP IN THE EVENINGS... 
HERE’S OUR PICK OF WHAT’S BEST FOR THIS SEASON. 



THOR MX CREW SWEATSHIRT 

Distributed by 454 Unlimited 
www.454.co.nz I Price: $119.95 


FOX CLICKER SHERPA JACKET 

Distributed by Level Limited 
Price: $189.95 


THOR MX GASKET HOODIE 

Distributed by 454 Unlimited I www.454.co.nz 
Price: $$99.00 


ASTARS DISRUPTION FLEECE 

Distributed by Crown Kiwi Enterprises 
Price: $129.90 


THOR MX FINISH LINE HOODIE 

Distributed by 454 Unlimited I www.454.co.nz 
Price: $99.95 


Distributed by Crown Kiwi 
Price: $59.90 


irises 


THOR MX 68 HELMET HOODIE 

Distributed by 454 Unlimited I www.454.co.nz 
Price: $99.95 


THOR MX FUSION HOODIE 

Distributed by 454 Unlimited I www.454.co.nz 
Price: $119.95 


Distributed by Crown Kiwi Enterprises 
Price: $99.90 












GEAR TO GET DOWN AND DIRTY WITH. 


WHAT WE’RE WEARING 


SIDI CR0SSFIRE2 
BOOTS 

□ DISTRIBUTED BY 
DARBI ACCESSORIES 
BCR0SSFIRE2 $699.00 
CR0SSFIRE2SRS $799.00 

Looking for something different 
to what everyone else is 
wearing? Copy that. But you 
want to make sure your feet 
and ankles are protected? No 
sweat. If you want all of the 
above, then the Sidi Crossfire2 
boots are for you, fella. You’ll 
be in great company, too, with 
the likes of Whibz, Groombridge 
and Chris Power wearing the 
CrossFire2 moto kicks! There 
are also lots of colourways to 
choose from! 


SHIFT FACTION 
RACEWEAR 

□ CHECK OUT YOUR LOCAL 
SHIFT DEALER 

□ DISTRIBUTED BY 
LEVEL LIMITED 

Join the faction, which includes 
the likes of Chad Reed and 
Josh Hansen, two of the most 
stylish and fastest racers on the 
planet, by suiting up in Shift’s 
201 6 line of Faction racewear. 
With trick designs and 
colourways, along with being 
some of the most advanced 
gear available, it pays to be part 
of the Faction! 


FOX RACING V4 
RACE HELMET 

□ DISTRIBUTED BY 
LEVEL LIMITED 

The Fox V4 helmets have 
MIPS, which help keep you 
even more protected during a 
digger, but just what is MIPS? 

It is an acronym that stands 
for ‘Multi-Directional Impact 
Protection Systems’. What 
does it mean for you? It means 
added safety while riding your 
dirt bike, that’s what! 


PROGRIP PG3204 
GOGGLES 

□DISTRIBUTED BY 
DARBI ACCESSORIES 
□FROM: $139.50 

Thanks to Progrip’s patent 
no-fog technology, which is 
combined with the fastest light 
sensitive lenses, these goggles 
seem built for space but are 
perfect for in the bush but also 
on the track! 


r 

it - 4 
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Proudly supported by Continental Adventure Tyres 

(ontinentaliV 



Way of Life! 


SUZUKI 



WAY 


Experience 2 days of superb adventure riding across stunning 
Central Plateau terrain and some awesome new trails. 


n- 


* 


The Long Way Around 2016 includes: 

• Friday night registration and briefing 

• 2 superb days of adventure riding through 
stunning Central Plateau scenery 

• A well-deserved hot buffet dinner 
Saturday evening 

• Lucky draw on Saturday night 


• Accommodation Saturday night in 
a remote lodge with an awesome 
atmosphere, a bar & all linen provided 

• Hearty buffet breakfast Sunday morning 

• Marshalls and support vehicle 

• GPS co-ordinates 

• All Land Access Fees & permits 




ENTER ONLINE AT: www.epicevents.co.nz 
LIMITED ENTRIES: For more information please contact 

Epic Events at 0275 1444 19 or directors@epicevents.co.nz 










LONGTERM TEST BIKE 


They were stoked! 

As a family who all ride, 
a new bike isn’t always the 
easiest thing to justify, especially 
when it’s a young family. 

While the bike was getting 
good use in our stable of bikes, 
we know it’ll be used just as 
much by the Dentons, which 
is something that we can be 
happy about. 

THE DRAW 

Just like those “tees and cees” 
that you can read at the bottom 
of the subscriptions page - both 
online and in print - the draw 
was done to the last letter of 
the law, which is why the lucky 
winners were drawn from a big 
box full of the names of every 
new (and, up to that point, 
current) 1 2-month or more 
subscriber. This was done by 
our pal, Constable Kenny Ross, 
who visited DRD Towers to 
make sure it was done to the 
letter of the law, despite even 
being heard to say that he 
wished he’d subscribed! 


SO, AFTER SEVEN MONTHS OF BEING IN THE FLEET OF LONG-TERM BIKES, THE YAMAHA 
YZ250FX HAS GONE TO A NEW HOME WITH ONE OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS! 


W e won’t lie: it 
wasn’t easy 
to give the FX 
away. But, 

after speaking with the lucky 
family who won - who did by 
subscribing to DRD - it was as 
simple as driving down to the 
Mount and handing over the 
keys... I mean, the bike itself! 


THE WINNERS 

So, who was it? 

It was the Dentons that 
subscribed for a year (who also 
have 1 2 issues of their favourite 
dirt bike magazine delivered to 
their house, just like the FX) who 
won it. 

Were they happy? 

Don’t ask silly questions. 
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TRAIL 

H Sunday 
1L 1 3th March 

? 4 2016 

jrOmahu Ranch 


CHARITY 


Adults $35 

Children (under16) $20 


Located: Thames side of Hikutaia 

(Sign posted off Paeroa / Thames Highway 26) 

Enquiries: Richard 0274 525931 



Sign-in at 8.30am onward - Ride starts at 10.00am. 
40km track of easy flowing farmland 

Ride as many times as you like. Suit the whole family. 

Helmet & appropriate footwear essential. 

All Welcome: Seniors — Juniors — ATVs / ‘Pee wee’ track set up for the day. 



WIRELESS 




AUDIO 



T-SHIRTS 





OUTDOOR TECH 
PRIVATES WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES 

$189.90 + $7.50 DELIVERY IN NZ 

Worn by more than a few racers 
on the starting gate, as well as 
three members of Team DRD for 
day-to-day duties (read: being 
stuck in the office), the Privates 
are simple and easy to use: 
simply power up the headphones, 
enable Bluetooth on your device, 
make sure it’s connected - 
after the initial time, it happens 
automatically, on iPhones and 
iPods - and live with one 
less attachment. 

While the Privates aren’t quite 
noise cancelling, the square 
earpieces do fit snug and 
comfortably on most heads, 
making for good quality sound with 
little outside pollution. Just like 
the connectivity, the ease of use is 
next level, which is evident in the 
volume control that is adjusted by 
a light touch - simply swipe up or 
down on the right earpiece, which 
also works for skipping tracks and 
even answering a call from your 
smart phone. 

The audio quality is up there 
with high-end headphones, but 
audiophiles will not be choosing 
the Privates for lounging about in 
front of a monitor. But every other 
activity, from cycling to working in 
the shed, is where these shine. 
For the range of colours and full 
details check out www.drd.co.nz. 



SCRUB dwnr 

STYLE 

10HS3T0H 


* 
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DRD T-SHIRTS 


$35.00 + FREE DELIVERY IN NZ 


to 


Summer is almost here! 

So, like always, it’s sun’s out 
and guns out! We have a choice 
selection of tees exclusive to 
DRD, so you can show your 
allegiance to dirt bikes and your 
favourite magazine! 


For the 

range of colours and full details 
check out www.drd.co.nz. 





SECURITY 



LIVING THE DREAM 

$39.99 + $5.50 DELIVERY IN NZ 


In our increasingly homogenous 
world, the motorcycle still rep- 
resents individuality and freedom. 
All is put on the back burner as 
you twist that throttle, lean into 
the bend and live the moment with 
a glint in your eye. In Living the 
Dream , George Lockyer talks to 
more than 50 Kiwi bikers about life 
on the road on two wheels. For full 
details check out www.drd.co.nz. 



DRD MAGAZINE 
BACK ISSUES 

$6.00 + FREE DELIVERY IN NZ 

Did you miss a past issue? 

Do you want to know more about 
a bike that you wanna buy? Jump 
on to the website and purchase 
any of our back issues, featuring 
the best of tests, profiles and race 
action, all while stocks last! 

For full details check out www. 
drd.co.nz/back-issues. 


STUFF 



OGIO BANDIT BACKPACK 


$139.90 + $7.50 DELIVERY IN NZ 


The Bandit features a large 
pocket that is lined to fit a full- 
size laptop or tablet, but that’s to 
be expected, as the Bandit has a 
pocket for everything, from your 
sunglasses, wallet, keys and even 
a drink bottle (that also includes 
a harness to stop it slipping out). 


For full details check out 
www.drd.co.nz. 



$99.90 + $7.50 DELIVERY IN NZ 


The rugged, rubberised exterior 
means that it’s no big deal if you 
drop it from time to time, and 
the built-in speakerphone and 
microphone means that you can 
have little hands-free calls with your 
therapist basically wherever you 
want. The included bicycle mount 
allows you to mount the Buckshot 
to your bicycle handlebars or 
anything else with a similar profile. 
Compact, portable music has never 
been a more viable option. 


For the 

range of colours and full details 
check out www.drd.co.nz. 


CHECK 



LOCK STRAPS 

USUALLY $79.90 DRD SPECIAL $69.99 
+ $9.67 DELIVERY IN NZ 


Lock Straps are the only tie-downs 
to feature a braided stainless 
steel cable inside, making them 
difficult to cut and deterring the 
opportunist thief. A carabiner 
lock means there are no keys to 
lose while a scratch-free soft tie 
extension makes sure you won’t 
damage your handle bars when 
threading the straps through. 

They have a 225 kilo load capacity 
per tie-down, are rivet reinforced 
and are 2.6 metres in length. And 
don’t just use them to tie the bike 
down. Secure a load, tools in the 
shed, literally anything you can 
thread the strap through can be 
secured using the Lockstrap. 



We always carry a set for locking 
bikes in the DRD van or onto the 
trailer, plus secure our bikes at 
night with them. If you want to 
make life harder for thief’s, 
this is possibly the cheapest 
and easiest solution. 

For full details check out 
www.drd.co.nz. 






WAIT... IS THAT THE END OF 
SUMMER? WELL, JUDGING BY THE 
COOLER TEMPERATURES IN THE 
MORNINGS AND EVENINGS, WE 
WOULD HAVE TO SAY, WELL, YES... 
BUT DON’T WORRY TOO MUCH, 
‘CAUSE AS A DIRT BIKE RIDER, 
THAT’S A GOOD THING: LESS DUST, 
SOME TACKIER TRACKS AND TRAILS 
-NOT TO MENTION, THE START OF 
THE EPIC TRAIL-RIDING SEASON 
THAT WE ALL LOVE TO RIDE! 


PLAN YOUR ADVENTURES 

A little bit of spontaneity goes 
a long way, especially when it 
comes to fun in Aotearoa, but 
it does pay to think ahead for 
some things, such as where you’re going 
to be sleeping. For the most popular 
events, accommodation can be few and 
far between, especially if you haven’t 
planned ahead. Saying that, a lot of fun 
can be had sleeping under an E-Z Up in 
freezing temperatures, too. Yeah, nah. . . 



TO WORK 



YOU ARE WHAT YOU WEAR 

As Kiwis, we all know you wouldn’t go 
tramping without the appropriate gear, so why 
would you go bush on a dirt bike without being 
properly prepared for changes in the weather? 
Be sure you have a proper jacket in your kit, 
either being worn or in your pack, since it 
could save your life. 


A jacket that is- made for riding can make 
life so much easier on the trails, too, since 
it won’t bunch up, nor will it flap at 
speeds 

taken off if things do start to 



r 


STICK WITH 
YOUR BROS 


There will always be lots 
of people to ride with at 
big trail rides, no matter what bike 
you’re on, or your speed and skill, 
but there is nothing like riding with 
your buddies. Another bonus is 
that you can always rely on them 
to make sure you and your bike 
- if either you or your moto are 
broken - get back to the pits. If the 
worst should happen, and you find 
yourself stuck, it might be time to 
find some new friends. 


USE PATIENCE 
AND DON’T BE 
A PATIENT 

At some of the bigger rides, there 
will be sections that see a logjam of 
riders and bikes, which can really 
slow the ride. It can be something as 
simple as a change in the weather, 
or a thousand bikes using the same 
line for a whole day that leads to 
extreme changes to the trails, which 
is why you can sometimes find 
yourself waiting in a sea of bikes and 
riders who are queuing to get up 
that next hill. When this happens, be 
patient, since trying to rush through 
the pack and losing traction will not 
make your day go any smoother 
- nor will cutting in front of others, 
roosting other riders or causing 
more havoc. 

Think of your bike, too: if you’re 
stuck in a queue, it is wise to shut 
your bike down, so it doesn’t boil 
over, especially you riders on 
motocrossers that don’t have fans 
or reservoirs. 
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TO BE TRAIL-READY 



THE OTHER 
SPARE TYRE 


lake the bare minimum of 


Just like every ride you go to, 
even if it’s just a blat down 
at the local bike trails, make sure you 
have all the spares you need. The 
basics will suffice, such as tubes, 
levers - along with nuts, bolts and the 
like - and a masterlink for your chain, 
‘cause it is easy to throw one. 


□N T BE A 
OOL 


tools and spares on the trail 
with you. Make sure you do, since, 
at some point, you’ll definitely need 
them. After all, what’s the point of 
carrying spares if you can’t replace 
the broken parts? Make sure you’ve 
got the right ones for the job. 


What can be one of the most 
important tools? A phone... just 
make sure it’s safe from the 
elements, though! 





CAN YOU DIG IT? 

For trail riding, there is no need to be 
race fit, but it’s good to be bike fit. It 
really doesn’t hurt to be a bit more 
active leading up to your first ride of 
the new season, that way you won’t 
be a mess on the second day of 
whatever adventure you’re on. 

Pack some padded underwear, 
too, which will help cut down on 
monkeybutt! 


FUELED UP 

While you can always buy 
some gas from other riders, it 
is just easier to be prepared. 
Make sure you have enough fuel for 
yourself, too, ‘cause surviving off 
burgers and coffee isn’t always the 
smartest idea. 

Be sure to make sure the tank on 
your ride can hold enough fuel for 
the big loops, at such events like 
Desert Storm, which is one of the 
highlights of the year! 








m 





To save yourself some work, 
post-ride, spray a good amount of 
silicone spray under your fenders, 
so the mud - most of it, anyway - 
won’t stick and make the journey 
home with you. This will save you 
a whole bunch of work (and your 
neighbours won’t hate you for 
washing mud all over the street). 
Remember, we live in New Zealand, 
where we ride in the mud! 


THE 

[OTHER] 

BIRD 

AS THE NICEST GUY IN THE MOTO PITS, YOU’LL PROBABLY BE SURPRISED TO HEAR BROXY 
EVEN MENTION USING THE FINGER, BUT LET HIM EXPLAIN IN THIS COLUMN... 


A s we all know, ruts are 
certainly one of the more 
daunting obstacles to 
face on a dirt bike, on 
the track or trails. Just recently, 

I helped three groups of riders 
charm these snakes using some 
crucial skills that I want to remind 
you of, too - and, just maybe, you 
will be able to relate and refine 
some of skills yourself. 

THE FINGER 

Quite often, I notice many young 
riders have a tendency to use 
their middle and ring fingers on 
the front brake lever, which is a 
habit that really needs to die. It 
is these riders that always get all 
four fingers back on their grip the 
moment they start turning, too, 
missing the goodness that comes 
with using a little front brake to go 
deep into a rut or berm. 

How a rider uses the front 
brake is like some sacred ritual; 
and, as usual, I got a look of 
horror from one of my students 
when I told him to use his index 
finger on the front brake. 

“But I find it hard to reach 
the front brake like this,” he 
exclaimed, demonstrating 


without shutting off the throttle. 
Once I showed him how to turn 
the throttle off, he settled down 
with the outside of his hand 
against his thumb, making it 
much easier. 

I had a different reaction from 
another student, though, who 
was surprisingly calm about the 
change - his main focus was to 
not be leaning forward through 
the turns. 

But, after slowly progressing 
from berms through to the easier 
ruts, they both got the hang of 
this new technique. After years of 
getting off the front brake while 
turning, once some concerted 
effort went into using some front 
brake right into a rut, both riders 
gained a lot more confidence 
with those bike-swallowing lines. 

Yes, more entry speed is 
definitely required, but that is also 
a good thing. 

BRIGHTEN UP 

Another rider from this group was 
fast around all parts of the track 
we were training on, but he still 
had that look of absolute fear 
when it came to staring down a 
corner that had deep ruts. While 


halfway through the turn, he just 
looked plain angry, like he wanted 
to smash it out with his front wheel 
- so much that I was tempted 
to suggest that he should paint 
a happy face on the top of his 
helmet like Valentino Rossi. 

Like so many other riders, he 
needed to look further ahead 
through the ruts, so I gave them 
my best advice for overcoming 
this problem. 

See, I don’t actually care what 
your eyes are looking at while 
riding through ruts, so long as 
you don’t drop your chin - that 
way, you will keep your peripheral 
vision. As a coach, and it’s 
the same for spectators and 
photographers, I prefer to look at 
tinted goggle lenses than the top 
of a helmet. 

But, like an angry bull, it 
was a skill that this rider could 
not accomplish. Until, that is, 

I forced him to ride behind me 
at snail pace, keeping the back 
of my helmet in view the whole 
time. We slowly increased the 
speed until he was no longer 
looking down through his ruts 
and everyone was happy again - 
especially that poor innocent rut. 


THE RIGHT KNOT 

Tying these skills together, 
this particular rider’s improved 
use of the front brake meant 
he could enter a turn much 
faster with more control. 

And keeping his chin from 
dropping kept him aware 
of where the rut went, so 
he knew just when to begin 
powering through the turn. 
Finally, combining these 
techniques with getting his 
inside foot all the way up 
onto the radiator shroud (and 
controlling his initial throttle 
use) meant he could lean right 
over through the turn before 
making a nice and fast exit. 

One other rider that I 
coached that day, whose name 
I won’t reveal, was especially 
amazed at how these skills 
enabled him to put the front 
wheel exactly where he wanted 
to. Putting his boot that little bit 
higher was the biggest key for 
him, after which even saw him 
near the point where I thought 
he was going to give me a man 
hug. That was avoided, though, 
since rut techniques can always 
be improved. ^DRp 










PETER 

BROXHOLME 

Rider Coach 




GOING TO THE 


Sarah Sutherland HPaul 


WHILE PAUL AND HIS FAMILY WERE ALL IN ATTENDANCE AT THE 
PENULTIMATE HONDA KIDS’ CAMP, SARAH SUTHERLAND - A LONG-TIME 
FRIEND OF DRD - REPORTED BACK ON YET ANOTHER GREAT WEEKEND OF 
RIDING AND FUN AT LAKE ROTOITI. 
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HONDA KIDS’ CAMP 



G iven how many were in 
attendance, the Honda 
Kids’ Camp stop 
at Lake Rotoiti has 
become the hot favourite destination 
for the summer, with Greg from 
Power Adventures really finding a 
gem of a location for this camp. 

With the beach only a short walk 
away, the location really adds 
an extra dimension to the activities 
available, making an ideal location 
for the treasure hunt - a staple 
of a Honda Kids’ Camp - and 
somewhere to take a quick dip 
to cool off and have fun off the 
bike. Making it even more exclusive, 
the beach is only accessible by boat 
or through the farm that the camp 
taks place at - needless to say, the 
boats full of people who converged 


on the beach were a bit surprised to 
see a couple of hundred people at 
this secret spot. And with Waitangi 
Day making for a long weekend, it 
was an ideal time to hold a camp, 
since it meant no-one needed to 
miss school or work to attend. 

The Friday before camp 
started was less than 
ideal camping weather, 
though. It rained most of 
the day but that didn’t seem 
to dampen the spirits of these keen 
players. Thankfully, DRD had a 
supply of recent magazines to help 
keep people entertained, and it 
was a good chance to get stuck 
into the colouring competition. 

However, many kids failed to 
realise it was raining and found all 
kinds of activities to do, from who 


could do the biggest brake slide 
on a bicycle to sliding down the 
steep hills on big rubbish bags - 
basically, it was just a competition 
to see who could get the wettest 
and muddiest. 

But, by the next morning, the 
weather was perfect. It might 
have even been a little hot, but no 
one was complaining. With the 
ground being pumice, it drained 
fast and the tracks dried up and 
couldn’t have been better, with 
traction at its prime. There was an 
expert-only track that kept some 
riders on their toes and added 
an extra bit of a challenge for 
people wanting to step it up a little 
- young and old alike. 

It’s great to see so many kids 
out there giving it a go, and 


watching them progress over the 
course of the weekend is sight 
to behold, which is just another 
reason why the Kids’ Camps 
have become so popular. Early on 
these weekends, some parents 
have to give their kids an extra 
bit of encouragement to get on 
their bike. But, by the third day, 
all are out there making the most 
of the well marked out tracks, all 
with so much more confidence - it 
really is quite a contrast. 

If you have never been to a 
Honda Kids’ Camp, but have been 
thinking about it or haven’t yet 
registered for the next one, don’t 
waste any time, as the final camp 
for the the summer takes place 
over Easter Weekend at Waiotira. 

The family won’t regret it! 77/®7 






J!H Mary Wanhill E3 Supplied 


H arvard University, 
renowned for its 
reputation as one of 
the best universities 
in the world, recently released its 
findings on happiness after a $20 
million study run over 75 years. 
They concluded that love is a key 


ingredient that is 
about relationships. 

Why am I telling you this? 

Because we are all searching 
for happiness in life, right? 

Now, I’m not going to give 
you the three-step ‘how-to’ on 
relationships, but show you 


why relationships are such an 
important part of where we 
do here at Encounter. We are 
not just about running another 
program, or providing holiday 
entertainment and it’s not about 
coaching you to ride faster, but 
rather Encounter’s focus is on 


creating a community where 
relationships can be formed. 

It’s always easier to form 
relationships through common 
interests - and dirt bikes 
provide that platform. Encounter 
Camps’ Summer Blast was 
held in January 2016. The heat 
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of summer was catered for 
with accommodation on the 
banks of Lake Karapiro. Perfect 
riding conditions were set for 
the week with Monday’s rain 
showers keeping the dust down. 
Matamata and South Waikato 
Motorcycle Club tracks and two 
private tracks were used giving 
us four great days of riding. 

Midweek is a rest day from the 
riding, but for some it’s actually 
the day they exert the most 
energy all week. That’s because 
it’s the Encounter BMX Lake 
Jam competition. With MCs, 

DJs and judges ready to go, 
it’s all about riding off a ramp, 
throwing yourself upside down, 
around, over and down ... with 
the most style and in the coolest 


outfit. Thankfully the landing is 
lake water and provides a soft 
landing... most of the time. The 
trophies are presented at the 
evening prize giving, topped 
off with videos and photos to 
capture the day’s activities. 

Next to the BMX ramp was the 
waterslide, a new addition this 
year, and it was a hit! Irrigation 
pond liner provided a slippery 
surface to gain enough speed 
to projectile through the pool 
of water and off the end ramp 
into the lake. Some even found 
enough airtime for flips, and 
inflated tyre tubes become 
targets to get through. 

These exhilarating activities 
created many conversations, such 
as “did you see that” or “how did 


you find that?” The camp became 
rowdier as the week went on and 
exceeded the usual noise levels! 
This was a positive indicator that 
campers were feeling more and 
more comfortable, learning to 
express themselves freely but also 
respectfully. 

Creating this type of 
atmosphere is something 
Encounter puts time and 
effort into; training staff and 
leaders with the skills to 
facilitate relationship-building 
discussions. Expressing 
oneself freely (guided by 
good values and a willingness 
to be vulnerable) is key to 
forming strong relationship. 
Encounter works within a 
holistic environment where 


we explore social, emotional, 
spiritual aspects of life. In this 
environment possibilities for 
positive transformation grow 
healthier people, ready to 
unleash and release their full 
potential. This is Encounter’s 
mission as we provide a fun 
community through camps, 
events, mentoring, therapy and 
a race team that gives the space 
to make lifelong friends. DRP 


To -find ourjr more dbouf 
Enoounrfrer, head !o 

youfheneounrterjn^ fdflow 

us cBerk^ourrfer^rm on 

Tw'frHrer or Bn^frogpam 
and Kke Focd^odccorrt/ 
enccunfarcomp? 



We cd +he young people 
who o+fended the Summer 
Blo^f comp whof 4hey -thought 
of 1 comp and Whof lik-e 
being p art of the Team 
Encounter cornmunHy. 


“Summer Blast impacted 

me socially ‘cause ot all the 
T people on the camp that you’re able to 
net along with everyone so easily and |U 

be yourself. For me, on allot the camps it 

is the people that really make the so much 

fun and not just on the track hit ot it, too. 

I think it’s cool that everyone can chat to 
each other over Facebook and that Team 

Encounter has a really supportive team 

behind all the riders that race m all th 

MX events that Encounter do, 

- Tama Matthews. . 


“What I love about Encounter 
Camps is definitely the guest 

speakers that talk to us and what they 

have to say. They always seem to amaze 

me with some of the wisdom they have to 

share. Being part of Team Encounter on 
Facebook, at the track and just in general 

is definitely a rush. The atmosphere is so 

energetic and it’s always a laugh,” said 
Kasey Corbett. “Within minutes, 
you’llfeelathome.” 


-Summer Blast has 

impacted me so much 

asithasgwenme^nds^ 

connection wtth my sW | )s Th . 

taught me great I t camps is 

that t enioy ® i4in9 i you meet 
the people and th an „ make 

the most amazmB P e J ay 

oreat relationships to w 

9 with you! 

_ Georgia Woodward J 





Your prize is proudly supplied by Fox Racing and may differ slightly depending on 
stock. You must be under 1 6 to enter. Entries must be received by 20 April, 201 6. One 
entry per person. Don’t want to chop your mag? Photocopying the page is cool, too. 


Send your entry to: DRD Kids Korner, PO Box 223, Paeroa 3640 

or email it to: sarah@drd.co.nz 
or fax: (07) 862 6956 


Congratulations to Ty Bishop from Pleasant Point and Stephanie Stewart from 
Palmerston North. You are our winners from previous DRD magazines. 


SPOT THE DIFF^M 


Can you circle the 10 differences between these two photos? Find as many as you can 
and send your entry through to the DRD office to go into the draw to win a lucky dip 
Fox prize. There are tees, hoodies and drink bottles to be won! 







NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


EMAIL ADDRESS: 
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AGE: 


PHONE: 
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CROSS COUNTRY RACING FOR THE TRAIL RIDER 


19 1 * March 2016 
9 tt April 2016 
23 rt April 2016 


DETAILS 

Honda Park - Maramarua Easy graded 
course Junior and Mini and Rookie 
Ladies Race 0900 (1 Vfehrs) Senior racing 
at midday (3hrs) Team change riders 
each lap Computer generated results 
Safe grid starts (6 at a time) NO 
competition licence or club membership 
Helmets, boots, roost protector & gloves 
required Series trophies to third place 
in each class 


CLASSES 

Mini Trail, Juniors, Solo, Rookie Ladies, 
Youth, Senior Ladies, Rookie, Clubman, 
Expert, Father/Son, Vets (combined age 
80yrs & combined age lOOyrs), Mixed 
(Male/Female), Ironman 

ENTRY 

Entry on the Day: Senior $100, 

Junior $80, Mini $50 Senior $60, 

Junior $45, Mini $30 


HE 
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WWW.POWERADVENTURES.CO.NZ 

H AD VENTURES. CO. NZ 

EMAILGREG:GREG@POWERADVENTURES.CO.NZ/PHONE: 0274454429 
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COLOURS 





I t’s tough juggling the 
finances of a club, especially 
a dirt bike club. We try to 
keep our entry fees low to 
support our members, and are 
loathe to charge big bucks for 
spectators or sponsorship. 

It means finding alternative 
streams of income - 
unfortunately some have been 
more successful than others. 

The Great Katikati Botulism 
Scare of 201 2 was a sign that 
perhaps cake stalls may not be 
our forte, while every BMXer in 
the northern Bay of Plenty must 
now be wearing one of our 
garage sale chest protectors or 
kidney belts. 

But our most lucrative source 
of income has been supplying 
crowd and safety marshals 
for some of the bigger-budget 
events in the surrounding areas. 

Paeroa’s Highland Games, 
the Mystery Creek Field Days 
and the Baypark jetboats have 
all previously welcomed us 
but the invitations have slowly 
dried up. 


“Baypark says our guys 
parked in the endzone,” said 
the President, “just so their 
bikes could get washed down.” 
He glanced at another sheet 
of paper. “And the field days 
organisers have complained 
that our security team spent 
their whole time gathered 
around the bike manufacturers 
while some-one absconded 
with fifteen tractors and,” he 
said checking the details, “a 
ride-on mower.” 

He glared around the table. 
“But the worst refusal is from 
the Battle of the Streets. They 
say they won’t let us near the 
hacksaw circuit again until we 
learn our correct flags and some 
general decorum.” 

There were rumblings around 
the room - surely bike flags 
were just bike flags? 

The President could see 
he had an issue so decided 
to continue with his planned 
experiment. 

“If anyone here can correctly 
identify every flag I display, I 


will personally pay their club 
membership and competition 
licence fee this year.” There 
were hoots of delight from 
the assorted masses but the 
president just held up his hand. 
‘I’ll even throw in a VIP seat at 
the street racing but I’m not 
expecting this little exercise to 
cost me a cent.” 

He fossicked amongst the 
furled flags at his feet before 
deciding to take a different 
initial tack. 

‘What’s the correct method of 
starting a race?” he posed. 

“A shotgun,” came the quick 
response, but this was shouted 
down. “That may be how your 
wedding started, but most 
people use a national flag.” 

The President shook his 
head. “Would anyone use one 
of these?” he said, gesturing at 
a green flag. 

‘Only if you’re a Kawasaki 
supporter,” came the reply, to 
chants of ‘Team Green, Team 
Green’. 

‘The correct answer is the 


green flag; I believe only car 
racing employs the national flag.” 

He then lofted a red flag 
and looked around the room. 
“Any suggestions - and please 
don’t say Team Honda?” Three 
members promptly put their 
hands down. 

“Stop racing,” was the agreed 
answer, but there was precious 
little consensus on whether 
you remained on the course or 
drifted back to the pits. “I’ve 
caused most of the red flags 
I’ve ever seen,” admitted one 
member. “Generally, I just lie on 
the track bleeding, until some- 
one carries me off.” 

The President next picked 
up a purple flag. “Any ideas?” 
We all glanced over at our 
most litigious member, who 
had won his sole national title 
in a court room rather than 
on the bike. “It’s a motocross 
protest flag,” he correctly 
identified, “but it has no validity 
on a street circuit.” 

“Very good,” agreed the 
President, then lifted the yellow 
flag. A forest of hands shot up. 

“That’s the hazard flag,” 
offered one. ‘You can still ride 
hard out, just not through that 
particular section.” 

“Rubbish! It means no 
overtaking and no jumping as 
there’s probably a slow-moving 
vehicle on the track.” 

“I’m pretty sure that’s what 
the white flag’s for.” 

“No, mate, that’s what the 
Italians use during wartime.” 

The President looked at me 
over the hubbub, and mouthed, 
‘You’re the only one going to 
the Battle of the Streets.” 

The room suddenly 
quietened. “Why’s HE going 
- everyone knows he’s colour 
blind?” came the pointed 
question. 

“I’m the only one who didn’t 
indulge in last year’s extinguisher 
fight,” I explained. -nnn 





BATTEN 








NOBODY LIKES AN IGNORAMUS, SO PAY A LITTLE ATTENTION TO THE LIST 
BELOW AND YOU WILL BE IMMERSING YOURSELF IN THE BIKE WORLD - BE IT 
ON TELEVISION OR IN PERSON - IN NO TIME AT ALL. 


LAID BACK TRAIL RIDE 
MARAMARUA FOREST 
SUNDAY, APRIL 10 

Yes, hence the name, the Laid 
Back Trail Ride really is easy 
riding for the whole family. Only 
the easiest and most laid back 
trails are used for this ride, 
those being the yellow loops 
that have been sorted for this 
purpose. There is a mini track 
for the little ones and even a 
gravel road loop for beginners. 
The experts get their own hard 
loops to keep them interested 
and challenged, though,. 
www.poweradventures.co.nz 


BROXY RIDER COACHING 
CENTRAL NORTH ISLAND 
THURSDAY, MARCH 10 -SATURDAY, MARCH 12 

Want to learn some bike skills? Broxy is the guy you 
want to hit up at one of his training days! It’s not 
just motocross, either, as the team at Broxy Rider 
Coaching can help you with all off-road riding - and, 
yes, that includes freestyle! Check out his website for 
locations from New Plymouth to Palmerston North! 
www.broxy.co.nz / 


KAITANGATA TRAIL RIDE BUSH BASH 

SOUTH OTAGO 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

With one main loop split into short and 
long, about 45km and 8km each way, 
there is something for every rider. There 
are also some advanced links, as +* 
well as a junior loop split half way 
through loop one, making this ride 
suitable for all off-road motor 
bikes and ATVs - this will make a 
great fun day for young and old! 

Contact: 027 432 5221 


SPECTRO TRAIL RIDE 

RODNEY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 

The purpose of the Kaipara Motorcycle Club is to provide 
premium off-road motorcycle events in the Kaipara Flats, 
Rodney area and to promote and encourage junior and family 
riding, which is the whole point of the Spectra Trail Ride 
series. These events will be run to Motorcycling New Zealand 
Standard Operating Procedures, for the safety of all riders 
and event organisers, so it’s perfect for the whole family. 
www.facebook.com/ ^ 

kaiparamotorcycleclub 


NEW ZEALAND MOTOCROSS CHAMPS 
ROUND 4 

TAUPO 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

By the time you get this issue, the first, 
second and third rounds will be done 
and dusted, with the boys and gals of 
the moto scene will be ascending on 
Digger McEwen Motocross Park for the 
final round of the 2016 season. Who will 
be leading the points heading in to those 
last moto? We wish we could tell you, 
but you’ll know by attending! 
www.mnz.co.nz 


M CENTRAL CROSS COUNTRY 

^ SERIES -ROUND 3 

HAWKE’S BAY 

ip |y SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

With over a grand in 

’ giveaway spot prizes per 

round, every racer can be 
a winner, but there are also 
prizes for the fast pilots. 

But, for the latter, you must 
compete in all four rounds. 

\ If fast racing is what you’re 

after for the summer, the 
Bush Riders’ series is for 
you, champ! 

\ www.bushriders.co.nz 

TUSSOCK BUSTER 

RUAPEHU 
APRIL 1-4 

Tussock Buster is the country’s biggest trail bike ride, 
with over 250kms of trails on Army training land at 
Waiouru, which it is regarded by many as being the 
best event of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. The 
dynamics, organisation, duration, camping facilities, 
terrain and tracks, make the event very unique. 
www.offlimits.co.nz 
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The all new YXZ1000R doesn’t just reset the bar for sport ROVs, it is 
proof that Yamaha is the leader in powersports performance. Featuring 
a new 998cc inline triple engine, mated to a 5-speed sequential shift 
gearbox. Including On-Command® 4WD, massive FOX Racing Shox 0 
suspension front and rear, and styling the competition can’t touch. 
Available now, visit your local Yamaha dealer for more information. 


®YMF 


0 f] YouTube 


VISjT US AND LOCATE A DEALER AT: 

www,yamaha-motor,co.nz 




